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‘ MESSAGE

I extend my heartfelt greetings and best wishes to the Assam People's Welfare
Association and the Assamese community in Delhi-NCR on the occasion of
celebrating Rongali Bihu. This festival, marking the Assamese New Year and the
arrival of spring. holds deep cultural significance as a time of renewal, camaraderie,
and celebration.

Rongali Bihu is an integral part of Assam’s heritage, reflecting the values of
inclusivity, social cohesion, and cultural expression. It is a period when communities
come together to observe traditions, fostering a sense of belonging and continuity. The
festival also serves as an opportunity to honour the agrarian roots of’ Assamese society
and acknowledge the contributions of those who sustain its traditions.

The Assam People's Welfare Association has been instrumental in maintaining
and promoting Assamesc cultural identity beyond the geographical boundaries of the
state. Your dedication to organising this celebration ensures that Assamese traditions
remain vibrant and accessible to future generations. even in distant locations. |
commend your commitment to cultural preservation and community engagement. The
publication of the souvenir JAPI further reinforces this effort, providing a platform for
literary and artistic contributions that reflect Assam’s cultural legacy.

[ extend my best wishes for a successful celebration. May Rongali Bihu bring
happiness. prosperity. and a renewed sense of cultural pride to all members of the
Association and the wider Assamese community in Delhi-NCR.

v

E.
(Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma)
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General Secretary’s Report

The Assam Peoples” Welfare Association
(APWA) has had a dynamic and fulfilling year,
marked by the successful execution of cultural
events, community engagement, and the intro-
duction of new initiatives. This report highlights
the key achievements and activities of APWA
in 2024-25, demonstrating our commitment to
preserving and promoting Assamese culture and
fostering a strong community spirit.

Key Achievements

* Rongali Bihu Celebration: The 8th
Rongali Bihu Celebration of APWA was
held at Noida Haat on 20th April 2024, a
testament to our continued dedication to
celebrating our cultural heritage.

First-Time Initiatives: This year, APWA
achieved several significant milestones:

o The APWA’s flag was designed and
hoisted, symbolising our identity and
unity.

o The APWA anthem, written by Dr
Manmee Bhattacharya, was officially
launched, adding to our cultural iden-
tity.

o For the first time, a rented hall was uti-
lised for Bihu Husori rehearsals, en-
hancing our preparations for cultural
performances.

o Bihu musical instruments, including
Dhol, Gagana, Tal, Sutuli, and Toka,
were procured from Assam for Bihu
Husori and handed over to the team
for practice, ensuring the authenticity
of our cultural presentations.
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* APWA’s Online Library: An online li-
brary was launched for the benefit of APWA
members, providing access to around 300
books. Members can explore the collection
on the website and enjoy reading.

* New Office Inauguration: A new rental of-
fice premises was inaugurated on 21st July
2024 at G-4, Noida Haat, Sector-33. The
office opening commenced with a Ganesh
Puja, followed by a gathering of members.

* Independence Day Celebration: APWA’s
representative received an official invita-
tion from the Ministry of Defence, Gov-
ernment of India, to participate in the Inde-
pendence Day Ceremony at the Red Fort,
Delhi, where the national flag was hoisted
by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India.

* Bhogali Bihu Celebration: Bhogali Bihu
was celebrated on 10th January with day-
long programmes starting with a football
match, fun traditional games among the
kids and the ladies, art competition among
the kids and finally the uruka bhoj at night.
Around 600 people took part in Bhogali
celebration.

* A fashion show was organised to showcase
the rich heritage of Assam.

Community Engagement

APWA actively engaged with the broader com-
munity through various social initiatives:

» A team from APWA visited Apni Sanskriti
Charitable Foundation, an Old Age Home
in Noida, where they interacted with the
inmates and distributed sweets, fruits, and




three divan beds with mattresses.

* APWA family members visited Ramak-
rishna Vivekananda Mission, an Orphanage
Home in Noida, and organized a cultural
exchange program, gift distribution, and
light refreshments.

* APWA sponsored dinner for the orphanage
inmates on this special day.

Special Programs

* Antaranga Aalaap: A unique program,
Antaranga Aalaap, was organized on 24th
August 2024 at Noida Haat, featuring a
distinguished guest, Mr. Gourangalal Das,
IFS, Joint Secretary (East Asia), Ministry
of External Affairs, Govt. The event was
well-received, garnering positive media at-
tention.

* Annual General Body Meeting 2024: The
Annual General Body Meeting included:

o Honoring the bright children of APWA
members with the Sports Achievers'
Recognition Program 2024, an initia-
tive to promote sports and fitness.

o Presentation of the Audited Accounts
statement.

o Amendment proposal for certain claus-
es in APWA’s constitution.

o A Cultural Evening, “Surar Batere,”
as a tribute to the musical legends, Dr.
Bhupen Hazarika and Jayanta Hazari-
ka.

* Bhaxa Gourav Saptah: In celebration of
Assamese being declared as a classical lan-
guage by the Union Cabinet, a scholarly
lecture on Assamese language was pre-
sented by Sri Deep Saikia, Editor, National
Book Trust of India.

Sports Activities
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* Sponsoring the cricket teams: APWA has
decided to sponsor two cricket teams domi-
nated by the players from APWA: Lachit
Warriors and Indomitable Lachits to take
part in NEPL.

Future Plans

APWA is committed to continuing its activities
and has outlined the following plans for the up-
coming year:
* Planning to educate children in the Assa-
mese language.
* Starting a Yoga program.
* Continue expanding its member base.

Conclusion

The year 2024-25 has been a year of significant
achievements and growth for APWA. Through
cultural celebrations, community engagement,
and new initiatives, APWA has strengthened its
foundation and made a positive impact. [ would
like to thank all our patrons, advisors, EC mem-
bers and other members, without whom achiev-
ing so much within a year would not have been
possible.

We look forward to another year of growth, cul-
tural preservation, and community service.

Akash Choudhury
Gen. Secretary, APWA
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MRDUL BORAH

Oil Registered Contractor
P.O- Duliajan, Dist - Dibrugarh (Assam)
QOil Vendor Code No: 401435

Mobile No: 9435005816

7, [ T—

GSTIN : 1BAEVPMO191F1Z7

Withy Beat Wishes from

R. S. ENTERPRISE

Mobile : 94350 38650

Office Stationery, Computer Equipment, Sports Goods, Flex Hoardings, Crockery & Cullery, Utensils, Soft Furishing & Hardware Order Suppliers

P. O. DULIAJAN - 786 602
Dist. Dibrugarh (Assam)
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At NRL, our responsibility goes much beyond oil refining. Bringing a positive change in the lives
of the people through our CSR programs is of paramount importance. The identified five focus
areas make sure that we remain focused and do not digress from our committed path.
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GSTIN: 18AICPBS318G2ZM Mob : 8133919262

ASOMI FURNITURE HOUSE

Manufacture & Order Supplier of wooden & Steel Furniture
Jayanagar College Road
P.O. DULIAJAN,-TB8602, ASSAM

| GSTIN :18AICPB5318G2ZM |
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Bharat Enterprises

Manufacturer and Exporters of Leather Garments, bags, Accessories and Footwear

189, Udyog Vihar, Phase-1, Gurgaon, Haryana, India. Tel : +91 124 4992600
Email : info@bharatenterprises,net, Web: www.bharatenterprises.net

Leather Footwears
since 2009

Leather Garments, bags and
Accessories since 1989
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Jesus.

If you wish to know about Jesus and His love for you, then you are
invited to these websites.

By the grace of God’s wisdom, and by the power of God'’s Spirit, you will
be helped to have the right relationship with God the Father and His Son

My name; Omar Luther King (formerly, Omar Lutfi Tayyebulla)
My Email ID: respondtocalloflove@gmail.com
http://www.call-of-hope.com/new/site/index.php
http://www.the-good-way.com/eng/books
http://www.light-of-life.com/
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SENIOR
HOME CARE SERVICES

Trust Life Circle for compassionate home care that

prioritizes comfort and connection

Our Services
& Caregiving Services

& Nursing Services

@ Dementia Care

E 500+ Reviews
Top Rated on Justdial

© KA AT

500+ Reviews
Top Rated on Goagle

For a better experience, you can download
our app on your device for free.

GETITON £ Downlead on the

w App Store

P> Google Play

(south) (Delhi -NCR)

) Diagnosis Services
€ Therapy Services
& Consultation Services @ Medical Equipment

@ Oxygen Concentrator

HYDERABAD, BANGALORE, DELHI NCR, CHENNAI, PUNE, CHANDIGARH TRICITY
O 917971367041 (@ 0116676 5070 B 0172 6671070 (W +91797136704]1

BOOK NOW

(Tricity) (Pune)
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#DrillingForYou

- To know more visit
WWW.seros.in or email us at
contact@seros.co.in



Connection | Opportunities | Growth

Bringing Global
Technology to Industry

MACD

Building Relationships

MACO CORPORATION (INDIA) PVT LTD

(An I1SO 9001 : 2008 Certified Company)

2/5 Sarat Bose Road, 7th Floor Sukhsagar Apartment, Kolkata 700 020, West Bengal, India
Email: info@macocorporation.com | Website: www.macocorporation.com

KOLKATA | DELHI | MUMBAI | CHENNAI | BANGALORE | HYDERABAD | PUNE | VADODARA | USA | UAE
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Madhusmita Bhattacharyya
Madhusmita is a talented Indian singer known for her
incredible talent and dedication to her craft. She has
made a significant impact in the music industry,
particularly in devotional and regional Indian music.
Madhusmita's music career showcases her deep
connection with her cultural roots, often reflecting the
spiritual and traditional essence of India through her
songs. Her songs, such as "Borkoi Kopiso" and "Ussey
Subaha," demonstrate her ability to blend traditional
influences with contemporary sounds.
She has also released several albums and singles,
including "Aei Barsha, which was released on
September 30, 2024. Madhusmita's music is available
on various platforms, where you can find her top
songs and albums

bhattacharyya-songs/CikTVEQ24Ww_
Spotify:

Social Media Handles

JONAK PRODUCTION
Presents
Madhusmita Bhattacharyya

JONAK PRODUCTION released the
iconic Borgeet "Suno Suno Re Sura" in
Hindi with Renowned T-Series Singer &
Lyricist artist Mrs. Madhusmita
Bhattacharyya lent her soulful voice to
this evergreen Borgeet . We are deeply
honored that the legendary
Padmabhushan and Padmashree
Nityacharya Shree Jatin Goswami Sir
graciously directed the Hindi video
shoot, The Song which has been

released in Hindi by T-Series Music Co.
recently.

o Madhamvie Bhattachanyg
" Music re orrange by Udipha tarma

W, Recorded by Mosal” il
M modtering by Dutte Marvedk :

o

“Our Jonak Production proudly
present it’s latest Hindi song,
Beautifully sung by Madhusmita
sharing this melody of love with all
of you, hope it touches your heart”

[ Facebook: https://m.facebook.com/singermadhusmita/

® X (Twitter): https://x.com/madhusmitasingr

€3 YouTube: https://youtu.be/_yQTUC_YiLA?si=20fEckHpO6CQq6_R7

{0 Gaana: https://gaana.com/artist/madhusmita-bhattacharyya-1
JioSaavn: https://www.jiosaavn.com/artist/madhusmita-

https://open.spotify.com/artist/3HgmalbR6jON1ogjn780Kw?
si=fOu8tPGITOae_nHeqGtVoA&nd=1&dlsi=e710828t461e4e94
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A Reporter’s Diary: Beyond the Headlines

As a writer crisscrossing the country in pursuit
of stories, I often find myself rewarded with an
unseen perk. This bonus can’t be measured in
currency—it’s the sheer joy of journeying to un-
charted destinations, meeting remarkable peo-
ple, and chasing events that at times unfold like
the twists of a gripping novel.

It’s difficult to measure the joy and fulfilment
of discovering my nation through a reporter’s
lens. Each story has been an adventure—wheth-
er it was witnessing betting on cockfights in a
market in Dantewada during demonetization, or
standing at Kaho, a bordering village near the
McMahon Line in Arunachal Pradesh, or tracing
history’s footsteps to Vasco da Gama’s tomb in
Kochi, exactly 500 years after his death. Bring-
ing these offbeat stories to a national audience
has been nothing short of exhilarating.

There are moments when a reporter stands
at the crossroads of history, witnessing events
that future historians will piece together only
centuries later—after poring over archival tomes
in dimly lit libraries for years. Sometimes, it is
the reporter who pens the first draft of history.
The abrogation of Article 370, for instance, will
forever be etched in Kashmir’s history, and by
virtue of my reporting duties, I had a front-row
seat to that defining moment. That tense week,
I walked through curfew-bound Srinagar, cap-
turing images of idle shikara riders lingering by
Dal Lake and speaking with dozens of Kash-
miris about their hopes and fears for the future.

Fast-forward to January 2025. I found my-
self tracing the Eastern Himalayas along the
banks of the Siang, chasing a feature story on the
echoes of World War I1. Eight decades may have
passed, but lost American warplanes continue to
surface in Arunachal Pradesh, their wreckage

Shantanu Nandan Sharma

whispering tales of a forgotten era. There, the
Siang—known as the mighty Brahmaputra in
Assam—flows like a greenish stream, winding
its way through valleys lined with thousands of
sunlit orange trees.

I first heard whispers of World War II plane
wreckage surfacing in Arunachal’s hilltops
while navigating the remote villages of An-
jaw district over a decade ago. Later, in 2022,
when I spent a day in Kaho—arguably India’s
last village (or first instead) in the Eastern Hi-
malayas—conversations revolved more around
the Indo-China war of 1962 than relics from
WW2. So, earlier this year, I set out towards
the Pasighat region, hoping to find some elderly
people with firsthand accounts of these long-lost
aircraft. Determined, I was ready even to trek
miles through rugged, snow-capped terrain to
capture glimpses of history frozen in time.

Upon reaching Damro village in Upper
Siang, some 60 km upstream of Pasighat, |
quickly realized that trekking into the hills un-
prepared was out of the question—one need-
ed tents, ropes, dry rations, and porters. I had
none of these, only a still camera slung over my
shoulder.

But disappointment never set in. The vil-
lagers—simple, warm-hearted people fluent in
Assamese—welcomed their ‘guest from Delhi’
and led me to Barlom Pertin, an elderly man
with a white beard, wrapped in a red jacket and
a black cap. Though ailing, his eyes lit up as
he spoke. As he recounted how his father once
stumbled upon a plane wreckage while hunting
the elusive Mishmi takin—a rare goat-antelope
of the Eastern Himalayas—his excitement mo-
mentarily eclipsed his illness.

As he recounted his three-day trek to the hill-
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top, salvaging iron, brass, and aluminium to sell
in Pasighat’s scrap market, a mischievous smile
spread across
his face. Pertin,
now 66, had no
idea about the
plane’s origins
until an Ameri-
can mountain-
eer, Clayton
Kuhles, arrived
P in his village in

~ 2006 and hired
him as a por-
ter. Only then
did the pieces
of history fall
into place—the

The writer beside a small fragment of Wreckage belonged
a B-24J Liberator crashed near Damro,

to a B-24J Liberator,
nicknamed ‘Hot as
Hell’. The aircraft had crashed near Damro on
25 January 1944, while flying from Kunming,
China, to Assam’s Chabua airfield.

Before the war came to an end in 1945,
nearly 600 American planes met their fate over
The Hump—the treacherous trans-Himalayan
flight path used by the Allies to resupply troops
battling the Japanese in China. Assam’s airbas-
es, including Chabua, Dinjan, and Missamari,
served as critical launch points, sending air-
craft over the rugged hills of Bhutan, Arunachal
Pradesh, and Myanmar, ferrying gasoline and
other supplies to Kunming.

But why did so many planes vanish without
a trace? For the pilots, The Hump was an unfor-
giving ordeal—its perilous peaks, erratic weath-
er, instrument-icing, and brutal Himalayan bliz-
zards turning every mission into a gamble.

Fourteen of these long-lost aircraft—once
listed ‘missing” and ‘unrecoverable’ by Ameri-
can authorities—have surfaced in Arunachal
Pradesh alone. Among them were B-24J Libera-
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Arunachal Pradesh, in 1944.

tors, C-46A Commandos, C-109 Tankers, and
C-87 Liberators, their wreckage scattered across
the rugged hilly terrain. I stood for a photograph
beside a small fragment of a B-24J Liberator,
salvaged from a hillside near Damro—now a si-
lent relic, preserved in a Pasighat museum.

It pains me that countless Northeastern-
ers—our earlier generations who toiled as work-
ers, porters, and soldiers in that brutal war—
perished, their sacrifices fading into oblivion.
There is scarcely any record of them, not even
an official tally of the fallen. Let us not forget
that some of WWII’s most defining battles were
fought on the very soil of Northeast India. Yet,
our understanding of those epochal moments re-
mains frustratingly limited. My full story, The
Remains of a War, was published in The Eco-
nomic Times, dated 19 January 2025.

Back in Pasighat, over a leisurely lunch
at Naga Kitchen, I sat with a seasoned guide
from East Siang, whose relentless pursuit of
lost wartime wreckage has taken him deep into
Arunachal’s hills. For years, he moved like
a shadow alongside American mountaineer
Kuhles, trekking through unforgiving terrain in
search of vanished aircratft.

As we savoured Adi traditional cuisine in
the heart of the town, he recounted the sheer dif-
ficulty of locating and salvaging these remnants,
often buried in the folds of remote mountain
slopes. At crash sites, they recovered the tiny
relics of lost lives—tobacco packets, pen caps,
toothbrushes—ordinary possessions of airmen
who never made it home.

And then there were his stories of near run-
ins with insurgents along the Arunachal-Myan-
mar border, where they were barred from using
GPS. But that, as they say, is a tale for another
day.

(Shantanu Nandan Sharma is a seasoned
journalist and is currently Senior Editor with
The Economic Times. The views expressed in
this article are his own. )



The Curious Case of the Insider From Outside:
The Non-Resident Axomiya

Baishali Baruah

Bohag mathu eti ritu nohoi,
nohoi bohag eti mah
Axomiya jatir e ayux rekha

Come Bohag and the sudden tizzy to re-
new our Axomiya ties and a clarion call to get
our acts together to set up the stage to ritually
perform our identity has been a concerted ef-
fort in strategic pockets of Delhi and its NCR
regions for many years now. The exuberance
of the celebrations triggers nostalgia of the ir-
retrievable past for those who happen to be first-
generation migrants, and also the hope that the
lineage is continued by the second generation
too. The dilemma is felt collectively as well as
individually, depending on the intensity of the
acculturation wave that we have allowed our-
selves to soak in. Or do we even have a choice
of deciding and regulating the identity meter?
The rajma-chawal has rightfully made its space
in our weekly menu and at times even has the
audacity to replace our own maas tenga aanja.
The precarious situation here is no less interest-
ing than the mash-up numbers on your Spotify
playlists. Although not seamless like the pre-
mium version that comes ad-free, our case is a
curious case—the more we scratch its surface,
the more complex it appears. Whether our roots
follow the ‘sons and daughters of the soil’ or we
chase our roots is an endless existential pursuit
of sorts.

The fervour of Bohag Bihu only height-
ens certain sensitivity in this regard. Do Bihu
festivities outside Assam follow the pattern of
‘farm to plate’ phenomenon, dished out to the
generic group for consumption of a slice of As-

sam/Assameseness that is made possible by cer-
tain big-brand patrons that have grown big and
fat feeding on the resources of Assam, yet desir-
ing to brandish their logo on the Bihu Xomity
banner in return for their messianic kindness
of a few thousand bucks? The scars of capital-
ism have dented the organic-ness of the festival
both in the state and even more so outside the
state. The fixed template of cultural nights, eth-
nic cuisines, and an exhibition of young initiates
home-groomed on Assamese music and dance
is a neat package as it were, but how long can
it sustain? We are a generation at a cusp, unable
to break free and yet not ready to let go of our
cultural moorings. For sentimental reasons, we
must pledge and affirm our identities every Bihu
season, and therefore these well-curated extrav-
aganzas. Similar promptings mark our private
spaces too, where like a true patriot we adorn
our living area with the conspicuous japi and the
xorai, along with the many artefacts collected
from the local Banjara market. Every visit to As-
sam means a guilt-free splurge on the must-have
of the newest mekhela sador. Undaunted by the
‘exotic othering’ that the inscrutable mainland-
ers have not given up still, flaunting it is a must,
even at the cost of the umpteen explanations
needed to be given about the intricacies of how
the two-piece attire is to be draped. A diehard
native does all of that. At least some achieve-
ment in telling them that ‘mekhla chadar’ is to
Assam as much as the ‘gamcha’ is—never mind
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in which part of India Assam be. So much hy-
peractivity about scouring our neighbourhood
Bihari market for koldil and lau aag to dem-
onstrate that being Assamese is more than skin
deep, entailing a visceral and gastronomic effort
of sorts to possibly even shape the gut health of
our kids. From playing Papon to reading Burhi
Aair Xadhu, no stone is left unturned to make the
next generation hare himojuye Axomiya. While
we struggle and may have to bribe our kid with a
McD burger to make them learn the letters of the
Axomiya alphabet, we see a certain Issa Baruah
Ross in some other part of the globe making her
American beau belch out ‘O Mur Apunar Dex’
without any ostensible arm-twisting. Isn’t the
situation slipping out of our hands?

Yes, the Axomiya DNA is mutating fast and
so is Assamese culture. The cross-cultural alli-
ances generating the Bora-Dixits and the Dheer-
Khaounds further add to the changing dynamics.
Globalisation has already prepared the ground
for all these possibilities. Even transnational re-
lationships are blooming at an alarming rate so
that I suppose we can cite and boast at least one
firangi buwari or juwai within the radius of our
immediate social circle. The literal cross-fer-
tilisation that follows this trend augurs unfath-
omable complexities which perhaps could be
analysed and comprehended by the Ivy League
kind of academic labour. In the face of cultural
interactions and the consequent diffusion setting
in, it requires a certain amount of Axomiyagiri
to reinforce a cultural hegemony—even when it
is like the Delhi metro rail coming in the La-
chit Borphukon wrap, somewhat like a Subway

paneer wrap one fine day, to commemorate Bir
Lachit, the unsung hero of the glorious past of
Assam. The culture concoction has so many in-
gredients that it is impossible to skim out an es-
sentialist Assamese self. The search for purity
and authenticity in our situation is a futile ex-
ercise because we do not know whether the ex-
act moment of the first incursion happened with
the Ahom king Sukhapha furrowing through
the chicken neck corridor, or was it when MTV
Coke Studio started churning out the Goalporia
folk into a glocal musical label. The awakening
self only knows that hybridisation has become a
way of life and we have flowed with the times
until the kuli keteki sings aloud in the urban jun-
gles, a tell-tale of moromi bihure kotha ke kole.
And we instinctively know it is time to draw us
from inside out and reassemble the vestiges of
our primordial Axomiya self and commemo-
rate its celebration in collectives of what Bene-
dict Anderson refers to as ‘the imagined com-
munity’, where every member may not know
each other but share a sense of belonging. The
wholesome feeling that Bihu inspires is indeed
therapeutic, given the multiple identities that we
live by in our adopted territories. The mental re-
rooting through the festivities is a worthy exer-
cise, a rite of passage which, in case you failed
to fulfil, leaves you with a damning feeling that
you have betrayed the great cause.

(Baishali Baruah is Associate Professor
of English at Satyawati College, University of
Delhi, who loves to write about her native land,
Assam.)



Exams Are Scary, but So Is My Mom:

The Story Behind My %
(and the Pressure No One Talks About)

I still remember the night before my first board
exam. I was sitting at my desk, staring at my
notes like they were written in an alien language,
wondering if I could somehow absorb them
through sheer desperation. My mom, convinced
that I wasn’t studying ‘seriously’ enough, had
already given me the classic ‘padhai pe dhyaan
do’ speech for the fifth time that day. The pres-
sure was real, and let’s be honest, at some point,
we’ve all fantasised about running away to the
Himalayas instead of facing those three-hour ex-
ams.

But here’s the thing: handling exam pressure
isn’t about eliminating stress; it’s about manag-
ing it in a way that keeps you sane (and hopefully
scoring well too). I’ve been through the grind,
and with a not-so-shabby 97.8% to my name,
I’ve got a few lessons to share. If you’re battling
pre-exam panic, struggling to focus, or just look-
ing for ways to stay motivated, this one’s for you.

I’ll be frank here. ’'m not your ‘average’ top-
per. I didn’t study 12—-13 hours every day. What
helped me was having well-established systems,
or pillars, that I leveraged to increase my pro-
ductivity. One thing that genuinely made a differ-
ence was my dad’s advice. He always told me not
to take any unnecessary pressure, and now that I
think about it, he was right. In every family, there
should be a balance of ice and fire. There should
be a fire to push you, motivate you, and get you
to study and score well, but there should also be
ice to cool you down and help you take a breather
when the pressure starts to weigh you down.

Although not accepted or appreciated by
many, my principle was prioritising smart work

Arsh Baruah

over hard work. Trust me, despite being the top-
per, [ used to go out with my friends in the eve-
ning on their scooty, have momo, chat about life,
and come back home. I’'m not saying you should
go out during exam season and ignore your stud-
ies. What ’'m trying to emphasise is that one
thing more important than just productive study
hours is the break you take after them. During
your breaks, don’t watch movies, don’t binge vid-
eos, and for God’s sake, please don’t scroll reels.
Watching ‘just one’ Instagram reel can quickly
turn into an hour or two of mindless scrolling,
or doom-scrolling as they say, giving your brain
cheap dopamine. Instead, chase real dopamine.
Get under the sun, walk a kilometre, talk to your
parents, play your favourite instrument, or sim-
ply take a 15-minute nap (don’t forget to ask a
parent or sibling to wake you up though ).

While I wasn’t the kind to grind for 12 hours
straight, I ensured that whatever time I did study
was used effectively. One thing that worked won-
ders for me was the Pomodoro technique, a study
method where you focus for a set period (usu-
ally 25-50 minutes) and then take a short break
(usually 5-10 minutes) and continue the cycle.
If followed sincerely, it can unlock massive pro-
ductivity and help you cover a lot in a short span.

Another game-changer for me was making
notes and explaining the concepts out loud, ei-
ther to an imaginary student, an object in front
of me, or even my reflection. Statistics say that
people remember 10% of what they read and
90% of what they teach or do! So the next time
you’re revising, don’t just passively read; teach
it to someone, even if it’s just your water bottle.
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A month before boards, I ‘locked in’ with
structured plans, disciplined study hours, and
back-to-back revisions. The key here isn’t to
overwork yourself but to be consistent.

Consistency is not about hitting the bull’s eye
daily; it’s about simply hitting the target instead
of doing nothing at all. Studying for 12 hours one
day and doing nothing the next is a recipe for
burnout. Instead, build a sustainable system and
stick to it. There will be days when you feel ex-
hausted, but what truly matters is bouncing back
instead of getting stuck in a cycle of procrastina-
tion.

Most students ignore nutrition during exams,
but trust me; your brain needs fuel to function
correctly. Since board exams happen in winter,
a season when getting out of bed feels like an
extreme sport, eating the right food makes a big
difference. Ensure your diet has enough carbs for
energy, healthy fats to keep your brain running
(so go ahead, add that spoon of desi ghee in your
daal bhat), and proteins to keep your body from
feeling sluggish. Eating well keeps one warm,
active, and less prone to the winter laziness that
makes you want to hibernate instead of study.

Pre-exam panic is universal. But instead of
letting it control me, I embraced my favourite
phrase, ‘Jo hoga, dekha jayega.” Now, I'm not
saying to go full ‘chill mode’ and stop studying.

“%) EPACK

PREFADB

What I mean is: trust yourself. Like a bird sitting
on a branch, don’t put your trust in the branch;
trust in your own wings. And if there’s one thing
that truly kept me grounded, it was a quote from
the Bhagavad Gita: ‘Karm karo Parth, phal ki
chinta mat karo.” Do your duty, and don’t stress
over the results. You can’t control the exact
marks you’ll get, but you can control the effort
you put in.

The truth is: boards can actually be fun if you
romanticise the process. Don’t just fixate on the
result, but enjoy the grind, the small victories, the
chai breaks, and the satisfaction of completing a
tough chapter. Try different study methods, stick
to what works, and most importantly, don’t let
the fear of exams steal the fun of learning. This
isn’t the end of the road. Life goes on beyond
boards, and no single exam defines your future.
But while you’re at it, why not give it your best
shot? Who knows, you might surprise yourself.

Now go, trust your wings, and fly high!

(Arsh Baruah is an undergraduate student
of Economics and Finance at Shiv Nadar Uni-
versity, Noida. Through this article he wishes
to help aspiring students to find motivation and
seek balance between studies and personal life
as well as face their academic fears.)

RAPID CONSTRUCTION- EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS



Learning: Today and In By-Gone Days

Hardly any child truly understands how impor-
tant and significant his or her existence is—with-
in the family, the country, or even the world. To
a family, a child is warm bundle of joy, and the
most precious being. To a country, the child is an
asset. To the world, a child represents hope—a
promise of bringing light into the future.

For parents, it is a heartfelt responsibility to
raise their child in the best possible way. For a
nation, it is a moral duty to look after children,
shaping them into responsible, resourceful, and
respectable citizens. Let us not speak too much
of a child’s global responsibility, as even their na-
tional duties often fade amid everyday pressures.

A child’s learning begins in the mother’s lap,
but school offers formal education, and its influ-
ence during the formative years is vital. These
early years have undergone a dramatic change
over time—most adults have witnessed this trans-
formation firsthand. Earlier, learning took place
almost entirely at school. Parents rarely interfered
or questioned the teaching. They simply insisted
their children attend school and study. Entertain-
ment options were fewer compared to today.

We all know how parents try to encourage
their children to succeed. Educated and afflu-
ent parents provide as many facilities as they
can, while others try their best to do the same.
Meanwhile, teachers are constantly under scru-
tiny. Education has become a booming business.
Teachers earn well, and students study hard to
realise their dreams. Parents focus on perfor-
mance and often judge a teacher’s worth based
on their child’s marks. Once the learning phase
ends, many students even forget their teachers’
names and faces.

Indrani Barua Bordoloi

‘Spare the rod and spoil the child’ is now an
outdated saying. New research in child psychol-
ogy has revealed how children actually learn—
by listening to clear explanations, observing
visual aids like sketches, and participating in
activities that bring lessons to life.

In our overcrowded country, the most com-
mon method is still the lecture. Sadly, only chil-
dren with high 1Qs tend to benefit from it. It’s
not always possible for teachers to draw dia-
grams or demonstrate every point due to time
limits and the pressure of completing the syl-
labus. Most children are unable to actively par-
ticipate, and so experiential learning is rarely
applied. As a result, in densely populated coun-
tries like ours, only high-1Q students are seen
as ‘intelligent,” while others are labelled as ‘me-
diocre’ or ‘weak.’

Rather than being guided into fields based
on their interests, children are often sorted by
IQ. Those who might have excelled with a dif-
ferent teaching method remain overlooked and
burdened with the ‘mediocre’ tag.

Parents, though unsure about the best teaching
method, refuse to accept such labels for their chil-
dren. Every child has potential that can be tapped
through the right method and subject of interest.
Each one can excel, given the right support.

Discovering a child’s area of interest and
the teaching style that suits them is crucial for
their success. These ideas are slowly gaining at-
tention, with counselling sessions now helping
children and teachers become more aware of
different learning styles and needs.

Today’s children are no longer the quiet,
obedient learners of the past. They are ener-
getic, curious, and influenced by the vast tech-
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nology at their fingertips. While it satisfies their
hunger for knowledge, it also exposes them
to harmful content. Children once scolded for
skipping school are now seen engaging in trou-
bling behaviour, even crimes. Their immature
minds don’t always distinguish between use-
ful knowledge and harmful information. In this
short window of learning, they must be guided
towards values that bring respect. Learning to
mimic someone for fraud or using e-cigarettes,
for example, must be discouraged.

Wise and respected teachers who once
taught both academics and morals are becom-
ing rare. In their place are professionals focused
mainly on exam scores and career paths. The
youth joins the rat race, and some teachers join
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their own race for wealth. Thankfully, excep-
tions still exist—teachers who continue to in-
spire genuine respect.

Parents, teachers, and elders must under-
stand the complexity of today’s world but should
never turn away from the duty of guiding the
young along the right path. Let us not forget—
we shall reap what we sow. All of us share the
responsibility of shaping the world we live in.

(Indrani Baruah has served as a Post
Graduate Teacher (PGT) of English at St. Fran-
cis School, Indirapuram. Beyond her pro fes-
sional engagements, she is involved in several
socio-cultural pursuits.)
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Mothoni Utsav in ‘Debananda Satra’, Darrang:
Celebrating an Unconventional Bihu

All three Bihus tug at the heartstrings of the As-
samese people. However, unlike other parts of
Assam where ‘Kaati Bihu’ is not celebrated with
too much pomp, the local community under the
aegis of the Debananda Satra celebrates ‘Mo-
thoni Utsav’ with utmost contentment and rev-
erence on ‘Kaati Bihu’. The onset of this Bihu
brings exultant tidings for the people living near
Debananda Satra in Darrang district of Assam.
The celebration of ‘Mothoni Utsav’ in De-
bananda Satra dates back to 1625 AD, when the
Satra was first established by a celibate from
Kanyakubja named Ramananda Brahmach-
ary, an ardent follower of Sri Damodardev. De-
bananda Satra, in its early years, was known as
‘Xetmada Barsatra’. Later, it was renamed ‘De-
bananda Satra’ after the prominent satradhikar

of the then ‘Xetmada Barsatra’, Debananda
Deba Goswami. It was during 1666 AD, under
the satradhikarship of Debananda Deba Goswa-
mi, that the Ahom king Siva Singha, along with

Lopamudra Kashyap Lahkar

his consort Rani Sarveswari, visited the Satra
and allotted 528 acres of land to it. Satradhikar
Debananda Deba Goswami was a learned schol-
ar and was revered by the local community for
his contributions to the upliftment of the Satra
and its surrounding society.

The word ‘Mothoni’ refers to the churning
of buttermilk (dahi manthan) by the ‘Gopinis’
of Vrindavana, as well as the act of ‘Samudra
Manthan’—an important episode in the Hindu
scripture Vishnu Puran, wherein the ‘Devas’
and ‘Asuras’ formed an alliance to churn the
ocean for the elixir of immortality. The act of
Samudra Manthan brought forth Goddess Lak-
shmi along with other divine beings and objects.
The ‘Mothoni Utsav’ similarly seeks to invoke
Goddess Lakshmi in the form of grains, reflect-
ing the agricultural transition when the sowing
season ends and the paddy begins to bear fruit.

‘Kaati Bihu’ takes place during the Sankran-
ti between the months of ‘Aahin’ (Ashwin) and
‘Kaati’ (Kartik) in the Assamese calendar. It
marks a period when the previously harvested
grains have been consumed, new paddy is grow-
ing in the fields, and the granaries lie empty. The
Assamese people use this time to reflect on per-
severance through hardship, to show gratitude
to nature, and to pray for a bountiful harvest and
the well-being of their families.

The rituals of ‘Mothoni Utsav’ commence
the day before ‘Kaati Bihu’, with women of the
local community gathering water from a nearby
channel of the Brahmaputra River, followed by
‘Naam Prasanga’. On the day of ‘Kaati Bihu’,
dahi manthan, referred to as ‘Dodhi Mothon’,
takes place in a symbolic manner. A slender
wooden pole is decorated and erected as a butter-
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churning pot with four jute strings attached, set
in the courtyard of the ‘Ananta Vasudev Man-
dir’ of Debananda Satra. Four male participants,
dressed as Gopinis in white garments and veils,
prepare themselves for the ritual. Members of
the Satra perform ‘Thio Naam’ with bhortaal,
singing padas (devotional songs) of ‘Mothoni’
passed down by their ancestors.

Four ‘Gopinis’ dance in a circle around the
pole as they hold aloft the jute strings, mimick-
ing the act of churning butter from the symbolic
pot. The tempo of the dance increases as the act
approaches its culmination. It was Satradhikar
Satananda Deba Goswami, father of Debananda
Deba Goswami, who composed the ‘Mothoni’
padas, drawing upon the Bhagawat for inspira-
tion. These songs were penned in the language
of the common people—words and expressions
they could relate to, rejoice in, and easily sing
along with.

Some of the padas, such as the ones below,
use local idioms and dialect:

‘O bhaal chonde mothe e he gowaalore jhee,
O mothonir paak laagi utholila ghee.’
‘Gheer baati loi... O’ hoi

Krishnak maato goi

Oi aaha xokhi aaha bhaai dodhi matho goi’

The use of words like ‘jhee’, referring to
‘theeya’ (meaning ‘girl’ in the local Assamese
dialect), makes these songs especially relevant
to locals, rendering the religious teachings more
accessible.

At around 9 pm, the same wooden pole is
transformed into a symbolic Mount Mandara—
the mountain used during ‘Samudra Manthan’.
A longer jute string is attached, symbolising
‘Vasuki Naag’, the serpent who aided in the
churning. One side of the rope is held by mem-
bers of the Satra, representing the ‘Devas,” and
the other side by boys dressed in black, playing
the ‘Asuras’. The two sides pull the jute string in
a symbolic tug-of-war until it eventually snaps.

Before participating in the act of ‘Samudra
Manthan’, the ‘Asuras’—the boys in black—
create a ruckus, running thrice around the pole
in dramatic fashion.

While the elders revel in the spiritual and
religious significance of ‘Mothoni Utsav’, the
younger ones eagerly anticipate the new toys
and balloons they can buy at the two-day fair ac-
companying the festival. Families from neigh-
bouring areas such as Hazarikapara, Jhaku-
wapara, Borasuba, Pukhuriyapara, Sipajhar, and
Ghorabandha flock to the households in their
thousands to witness the festival. People from
Darrang district and beyond, familiar with the
event, never miss the chance to soak in the fes-
tive, spiritual fervour.

Aware of this enthusiasm, the locals prepare
well in advance, stocking their shelves with
laaru and pitha in anticipation of a considerable
influx of guests. As a result, ‘Kaati Bihu’ in the
villages surrounding Debananda Satra feels far
from ‘Kongaali’ (a lean Bihu); instead, it takes
on the joyful, abundant mood of a ‘Bhogali’.

The year 2025 marks four hundred years
since the founding of Debananda Satra, and
both the organisers and the local community
await the presence of visitors with utmost an-
ticipation. Preparations for this year’s ‘Mothoni
Utsav’ are already underway, promising joy,
prosperity, and an enduring spirit of peaceful
community living.

(Dr Lopamudra Kashyap Lahkar hails
from Pukhuriya Para, a quaint village near De-
bananda Satra in Sipajhar. She holds a PhD in
English Language Teaching from Gauhati Uni-
versity and is an accomplished Bharatanatyam
and Sattriya dancer, committed to sustaining
and enriching the conversation around classi-
cal arts.)



Snapshots of My Initial Years at
Cambridge: A Memoir

As years go by, I find myself recalling my initial
years at Cambridge with increasing fondness. I
suppose it is a trap many of us fall into as we
grow older. Selective memory plays its tricks on
our perception of yesteryears.

[t was in the autumn of 1994 that I arrived at
the highly imposing Great Gate of Trinity Col-
lege. Though my previous three years at St. Ste-
phen’s College as a student of BSc Honours in
Mathematics could have been an excellent prep-
aration for life at Cambridge, in reality, that was
not the case. At Stephen’s, | was a very shy and
tongue-tied person who struggled to come out
of his shell. I lacked the self-confidence to carry
myself socially. Throughout my undergraduate
years in Delhi, I also developed an inferiority
complex regarding my (perceived) inability to
speak English. However, I managed in Delhi, as
I was relatively good at studies and had several
supportive friends—some of whom were also
facing similar difficulties, albeit to a lesser ex-
tent.

It was with this mental baggage of social
awkwardness and diffidence that I found myself
at Cambridge. I must say it was truly a cultural
shock—a clichéd term that an Indian friend at
Cambridge used to describe my predicament.
Yet it summed up my experience aptly. Those
were the days in India before the internet or mo-
bile phones, and even satellite TV had not famil-
iarised us with the ways of the Western world.
In Delhi, at least, I had no academic insecurity.
But the phenomenal legacy and reputation of
Cambridge—and Trinity College in particu-
lar—was overwhelming, especially at the begin-
ning. Apart from boasting of past giants such as

Anupam Saikia

Newton, Rutherford, Thomson, Bertrand Rus-
sell, Hardy, Ramanujan, Byron, and Tennyson,
Trinity College had two Fields Medal winners
and several Nobel Laureates among its Fellows
in 1994. Two more Fields Medallists joined in
1998, while I was a PhD student. My class-
mates included some extremely bright students.
I could no longer consider myself a student of
any mathematical ability. My awkwardness
and constant self-judgment made things harder.
It took me almost a year to get back on track.
Now I realise that most of my difficulties were
self-created. I was digging holes and then strug-
gling to climb out of them. With more maturity,
I could have gained much more from the tre-
mendous opportunities available at Cambridge.
On the other hand, it could have been worse—I
made it a tightrope walk and could easily have
fallen.

It took me some time to realise that making
friends in the UK was quite different from India.
I had lived in hostels at Cotton College during
higher secondary and later at St. Stephen’s. In
India, it was impossible not to make friends in
hostel life. Though I kept to myself during my
first days in Delhi due to my inferiority com-
plex, it didn’t take long for classmates to drag
me to the Junior Common Room (JCR). Soon |
found myself most comfortable there, beating
everyone at carom. That game gave me an iden-
tity at Stephen’s. For the next three years, JCR
became my second home where I ruled the car-
om board. But at Trinity College, I found British
students too polite and formal. In India, college
mates often told you what to do; at Cambridge,
everyone gave too much space to an individual.
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I naively interpreted this as disinterest in friend-
ship. Too conscious of my awkwardness, I hesi-
tated to initiate conversation. I was unaware that
refusing an invitation to the pub would be seen
as declining friendship. I took too long to realise
that unlike in India, I had to make the first move.
My sense of loneliness was compounded by the
absence of a phone at home. Moreover, I didn’t
want to worry my parents by admitting I was
struggling. Initially, I also found the food dif-
ficult—though soup and dessert were delicious,
the main course was too bland. Dinner at 6:30
PM also felt early. It took months before I began
to rely on my own cooking.

While suffering from an acute sense of lone-
liness, I also faced an academic curriculum run-
ning at breakneck pace. In Delhi, the academic
program had been hardly challenging. Most
hostel students studied only two months before
exams. The question papers lacked thought-pro-
voking problems that required fresh thinking.
My own pace of learning had become lethargic.
At Cambridge, the academic year was divided
into three short terms, each about two months,
with Christmas, Easter, and summer breaks in
between. Lecturers covered a lot of material
each hour, and assignment problems were de-
manding. These were regularly assessed in su-

ts.

SERVICES@MYHOME

requiremen

o —
“‘—'
©
'l:l_:%
S0 e
- ]
|
e O =
< @
S = 5
@
g E E
o 2=
cI'§
O o
QO e
om
© ©
on D @D
- S
W = =
= = B
=
r £ &
> B =3
= £ E

—_
—_
o
=
o
(-
——
o
' =
o
—
o
2D
g
(o8]
| = N
o
|
(=
2
-
O
k. —
-
w

pervision sessions. The coursework kept me on
my toes. Only by the end of the academic year
did I begin to find my footing.

I still remember the day our first-year results
were announced. The Mathematical Tripos was a
very old and prestigious program at Cambridge,
considered equivalent to a Master’s degree in
Indian universities. Performance was graded
into first class, higher second, lower second, and
third class, with a few failing. The Tripos was
widely regarded as highly challenging. During
our time, it had four papers across three consec-
utive days. Each paper had about 25 questions
from as many different courses. Most students
prepared for only half or fewer. My confidence
was so low that when the results were posted, I
first looked under the lower second class, then
the upper second, then the third class, and even
the failed list. When I didn’t find my name, I
looked up hesitantly—and then checked the list
of first class. I will never forget that moment of
pure delight when I realised I had secured a first
class. That was the boost I needed. It marked a
turning point for me at Cambridge.

(Anupam Saikia feaches at the Depart-
ment of Mathematics at IIT Guwahati and likes
to jot down his thoughts in his spare time.)
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My Sojourn through Vietnam:
A Few Observations and Takeaways

Vietnam, a small country in Southeast Asia, is a
land of breathtaking landscapes, rich history, and
vibrant culture, offering a diverse range of attrac-
tions that draw visitors from all over the globe.
Our trip to this amazing country took place dur-
ing the months of April and May 2024. It was a
group tour, with three couples setting off together
from Delhi.

Vietnam showcases the country’s natu-
ral beauty, historic sites, and dynamic culture.
Whether one is interested in city life, nature, or
cultural heritage, Vietnam has something to offer
every traveller. In this brief write-up, in addition
to providing a general tour description, I would
like to highlight a few of my personal observa-
tions and key learnings from that trip.

From New Delhi, we flew to Hanoi—the
capital city located in the north of the coun-
try—then travelled southwards to Da Nang, and
finally further down to Ho Chi Minh City. The
tour lasted about ten days, and the tour operator
provided good hotels, mini-buses for local trans-
portation, and interpreters at each tourist site.
These interpreters played a vital role throughout
the trip. Without them, we wouldn’t have been
able to understand the various facets of the coun-
try, as most local people could not converse in
English. After each of these services, a tip—that
is, a small amount of money—is expected by the
support staff.

Some important tourist destinations included:

* The Water Puppet Show of Hanoi — Thang

Long Water Puppet Theatre is a very ancient

and artistic venue that depicts their way of
life through dance, drama, and song.

* Halong Bay — A UNESCO World Heritage

Site, famous for its emerald waters and lime-

Arin Bordoloi

stone karsts. Cruising through the bay reveals
hidden caves, floating villages, and superb
panoramic views.

* Da Nang — Known for its beautiful beaches
and the Marble Mountains.

* Ba Na Hills — Home to the famous Golden
Bridge, this scenic mountain resort combines
modern technology in the form of multiple
ropeways with ancient French architectural
influences. The ropeway here is the longest
in Asia.

* Ho Chi Minh City — Formerly known as
Saigon, it features a mixture of modern and
colonial architecture. Key attractions include
the War Remnants Museum. It is the finan-
cial capital of Vietnam.

* The Mekong Delta — Renowned for its boat
rides and floating markets. One can take boat
rides to explore the Vietnamese countryside,
visit traditional villages, and experience the
biodiversity of the area.

Northern Vietnam experienced invasions by
China and Japan in the past. The imprints of these
countries can be seen in the various places of wor-
ship, which speak volumes about these historical
influences. This region bears a distinct mark of
neighbouring communist countries.

The Saigon port of Southern Vietham—now
known as Ho Chi Minh City—at the mouth of the
Saigon River, was historically a lucrative target
for European powers. Control over this port was
seen as key to accessing the South China Sea and
the Pacific. The French maintained dominance
over this port for a considerable period. However,
being in a tropical region, the heat and humidity
proved too much for the French to bear, prompt-
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ing them to shift their residences to the cooler,
hilly area of Ba Na Hills. French cultural influ-
ence is still well preserved there. The southern
part of Vietnam came under more capitalist influ-
ence.

Ho Chi Minh was a highly revered leader
who united northern and southern Vietnam. In
honour of him, the Saigon port was renamed Ho
Chi Minh City. The Vietnamese currency, the
Vietnamese Dong, features his image—just as
our Indian currency bears the image of Mahatma
Gandhi.

Now, turning to some of the similarities be-
tween Vietnam and Assam, particularly in terms
of economic possibilities, where Assam might
follow Vietnam’s example:

* Vietnam’s bamboo industry has evolved
into a sustainable and profitable sector, sig-
nificantly benefiting the local economy and
environment. They have expanded the use
of bamboo beyond traditional crafts to in-
clude eco-friendly products such as bamboo
fabrics, straws, construction materials, and
charcoal. Vietnamese artisans even produce
bamboo bicycles and accessories. This sector
holds immense potential for Assam as well.

* Vietnam has transformed former guer-
rilla warfare zones, particularly the Cu Chi
tunnels near Ho Chi Minh City, into popu-
lar tourist destinations. These preserved sites
showcase the intricate tunnel networks used
by Viet Cong soldiers during the Vietnam
War against American forces. They offer
tourists a first-hand experience of guerrilla
warfare, drawing both curiosity and admira-
tion.

After visiting this loveable country, the one
thought that continued to occupy my mind was
how my own state, Assam, might gain similar
prominence in the global tourism industry—just
as Vietnam has.
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Vietnam and Assam share several characteris-
tics relevant to developing the tourism sector:
* A similar depth of cultural and historical her-
itage
* Evidence of ancient civilisations
* A shared history of foreign invasion and in-
fluence
* Diverse local traditions
* Stunning natural beauty and scenic land-
scapes
* Abundant wildlife sites
» Historic locations that can be revitalised
with restoration efforts
* Opportunities for eco-tourism
* Prospects for festival and event tourism
* Homestay potential, especially among di-
verse ethnic minority communities

Assam’s tourism industry can draw valuable
lessons from Vietnam’s successful strategies and
models. We all wish for the younger generation
to be innovative, creative, and enthusiastic about
uplifting our native land and bringing it to the
forefront in tourism and other areas.

(Arin Bordoloi brings a wealth of experi-
ence from a nearly four-decade long career at
NTPC, culminating in his role as General Man-
ager, Industrial Security. Now retired, he actively
indulges his passions as a sportsman, musician,
avid reader, and enthusiastic traveller.)



Conventional Journalism Now Teetering on the
Brink of Irrelevance

The world of conventional media, whether
broadcast or print, is rapidly staring at irrel-
evance. The sweeping rise of digital media has
not just disrupted but fundamentally altered
journalism itself. It has democratised informa-
tion dissemination, making it more accessible
yet more fragmented. The relentless shrinking
of consumer attention spans has accelerated this
decline, making deep, investigative, and issue-
based journalism nearly extinct.

This is a global phenomenon, visible across
developed and developing nations alike. India,
and particularly Assam, exemplifies this trans-
formation in ways both subtle and stark.

Digital media has become the dominant
mode of news consumption, displacing news-
papers, television, and radio from their once
unshakable positions. The reasons are clear:
mobile accessibility, real-time updates, person-
alised content, and interactive user experiences
have drawn audiences away from traditional
sources. With the rise of platforms like Face-
book, Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube, news
no longer needs to pass through traditional gate-
keepers. Anyone with a smartphone can become
a news source, often side-lining professional
journalists.

As demand for instant news grows, the
structure of conventional journalism is crum-
bling. Investigative journalism and long-form
content, which require time and resources, have
taken a backseat. Breaking news is now about
who reports it first—often at the cost of accu-
racy and depth. This shift has introduced a trou-
bling paradox: while information is more acces-
sible, its credibility has eroded. Fact-checking,
editorial oversight, and ethics—hallmarks of

Mrinal Talukdar

traditional media—are increasingly absent in
the digital landscape.

The effects are evident across India. In As-
sam, the transformation is particularly stark.
The media landscape has evolved into an echo
chamber of byte-based reporting, with hardly
any space for in-depth journalism. The pace of
digital news cycles means even the most signifi-
cant stories are forgotten within hours, with no
follow-ups or analysis.

The most visible example in Assam is mi-
cro-reporting: a relentless focus on event cover-
age—press conferences, government launches,
and accidents. PR-driven stories have become
the mainstay. Political leaders and organisations
dominate headlines through sound bites, while
real investigative stories are nearly non-exis-
tent. The essence of journalism—uncovering
truths, holding power accountable, delivering
nuance—has been overshadowed by shallow,
click-driven content. Long, in-depth reporting
has few takers anymore—no one has the time
or retention capacity for it.

One of the primary reasons behind this de-
cline is the economic model of media houses.
With the rise of digital platforms, print and tele-
vision advertising revenues have plummeted.
Newspapers and channels, struggling to stay
afloat, have resorted to cost-cutting, leading
to an over-reliance on press releases and event
coverage that require minimal effort. Journalists
are expected to produce multiple stories daily,
leaving little room for detailed investigations.
The fast-paced nature of digital media, com-
bined with dwindling field resources, means
reporters now chase clicks rather than pursue

truth.
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Moreover, news consumers have changed.
Attention spans have shrunk, with studies show-
ing people engage with content for just a few
seconds before scrolling. This has led media
houses to prioritise sensational, digestible con-
tent over well-researched narratives. In Assam,
this means even critical issues—floods, ethnic
conflicts, environmental degradation—are cov-
ered superficially, if at all.

Traditionally, advertising revenue from pri-
vate businesses sustained newspapers and TV.
But the digital shift has reduced their reach,
making them unattractive to advertisers. With
revenue now mostly from government sources,
editorial independence has eroded. Financial
crunches have forced many respected media
houses in Assam to compromise on quality,
manpower, and journalistic principles. Investi-
gative journalism has become a luxury. Instead,
coverage is increasingly dictated by government
narratives, robbing the media of its watchdog
role.

Another glaring issue in Assamese journal-
ism today is the complete absence of follow-ups.
News is treated as a one-time event—reported
once and never revisited. If a scandal erupts,
it’s covered for a few hours or days, but there
is rarely any deeper investigation. Without sus-
tained reportage, the public remains uninformed
about any resolution—or lack thereof.

The structure of newsrooms in Assam has
transformed. Most news is covered through
sound bites—short interviews, single-paragraph
reports, and viral social media posts. Byte-based
journalism thrives on instant reactions. Political
leaders, celebrities, and officials capitalise on
this, knowing that a well-timed statement can
dominate headlines without scrutiny. The rise
of video-based platforms and YouTube chan-
nels has reinforced this. Short, visually engag-
ing content often takes precedence over well-
researched stories. Reporters now compete not
only with fellow journalists but also with influ-

(@

encers and vloggers who command massive on-
line followings.

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has
highlighted the need for a compensatory model
where digital media platforms share revenue
with traditional media. He has noted that large
tech companies profit immensely from news
generated by mainstream media while offering
little in return. His proposal suggests platforms
like Google, Facebook, and YouTube financially
compensate legacy media, ensuring sustainabil-
ity for print and broadcast outlets. This model—
adopted in countries like Australia and Cana-
da—aims to restore balance. If implemented in
India and Assam, it could offer struggling out-
lets a lifeline for deeper, investigative reporting.

The biggest challenge is the lack of finan-
cial resources. Mainstream media in Assam op-
erates on razor-thin margins. Without indepen-
dent funding, newspapers and channels cannot
invest in quality journalism, which is already
vanishing. The future of news appears increas-
ingly bleak as traditional models collapse under
revenue pressure and public trust deficits. Mean-
while, unregulated social media-driven content
is reshaping discourse, amplifying misinforma-
tion and sensationalism.

In this fragmented landscape, journalism’s
role as a pillar of democracy is under threat,
leaving the future of informed societies in deep
uncertainty.

(Mrinal Talukdar is a Distinguished Fel-
low at Gauhati University, an author and histo-
rian. He is also a Prime-Time TV news anchor.)



I Am

Harshvardhan Hazarika

Class V', Khaitan School, Noida.

I am dynamic and alert.

I wonder how I will look like when

I am a ninety-year old.

I hear a bird crying like a baby.

I see a dragon going to the Grand Casino.
I want the world’s largest Lego set.

I am dynamic and alert.

I pretend that I was sleeping in my bed.

I feel excited about my birthday.

I touch hot burning lava from the volcano!

I worry about the International Space Exams.
I cry when [ watch a sad movie.

[ am dynamic and alert.

[ understand that I can’t be everything myself,
I say that dragons are mythical creatures.

I dream that I will successful and earn money.
I try to solve a hundred pieces puzzle

I hope I can solve that in one day.

[ am dynamic and alert.

Surreal Hues of the
Twilight Sky*

Rituparna Khound

Surreal hues of the twilight sky
Crimson waters of a frayed river

Doth flow down
Doth flow down
Doth flow down

Who'’s that smith of beauty
On a boat so flowery

Doth throw all peacock colours
Purple, blue and brown

Both the sides,
So many people
So many chronicles

So many sighs of so many ages
With hope and despair

If your dream is horizon,
O’ my showman

Do come ashore for a while
Whenever you can

You’ll see life’s horizon
Vast, broader span

Sun goes down
Sun goes down
Sun goes down...

(* Translation of Dr Bhupen Hazarika's
Immortal Song &8 QRIS A 29
)
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A Graphic Narrative Interpretation of the song Lazarus
by the band Porcupine Tree

Ayaat Tahseen Hussain
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PORCUPINE
TREE

Lazarus: Song by Porcupine Tree, 2005

As the cheerless towns pass my window
I can see a washed out moon through the fog
And then a voice inside my head breaks the analogue
| And says
. ‘Follow me down to the valley below
You know
Moonlight is bleeding from out of your soul’ ... ¢

(Ayaat Tahseen Hussain is a Class IX student at Pacific World School, Greater Noida (West). She
strives to balance her academic commitments with her passion for music. In her free time, she loves to read
comic books and young adult novels. Currently, she is learning to play the keyboard and is preparing for
her Grade 3 certification in Classical and Jazz from Trinity College London.)




Understanding the Biodegradable, Compostable and
Oxo-degradable Plastic Materials

Many flexible packaging products and moulded
solid products are marketed as Biodegradable,
Compostable and Oxo-Degradable. But many
people are not aware of what exactly do these
terms mean and a major confusion is about the
difference between three terms: Biodegradabil-
ity, Compostability and Oxo-degradability. Al-
though these terms are often used interchange-
ably, they are not synonymous.

Environmental hazards caused by the in-
creasing use of plastics for packaging, carry
bags and other solid product applications have
led to growing concern all over world.

Confusions arise regarding use of common
terminology “Bio-plastics materials”, especially
when the concern is about the disposal of prod-
ucts after use which can have serious conse-
quences. Manufacturer of these materials need
to clarify the distinctions between each category
and should do accurate and honest marketing of
their products. And consumers need to under-
stand these terms in order to make wise purchas-
ing decisions and properly dispose of products
at the end of use.

Biodegradable, Compostable, and Oxo-de-
gradable material products are made from dif-
ferent materials. Degradation and detritions also
take place under different conditions and vary-
ing circumstances. To understand what impact
those materials have on environment, it is nec-
essary to understand the chemical composition
and source of these materials.

Tapan Talukdar

BIODEGRADABLE MATERIALS

Biodegradable refers to a product breaking
down by organisms like bacteria and fungi into
natural elements, carbon dioxide, and water va-
pour. Technically everything is
biodegradable but it may take time for
hundreds of year for most things to
biodegrade.

In order for packaging products or mate-
rials to qualify as biodegradable, they must
completely break down and decompose
into natural elements within a short time
after dis-posal — typically six months to
twelve months or less. Biodegradation of
biodegradable prod-ucts within landfills helps
to reduce the build-up of waste, contributing
to a safer, cleaner and healthier environment.
Most of the plastics are not biodegradable —
meaning they cannot break down easily after
disposal and can remain on the planet as
waste for decades. So to make the products
biodegradable, the materials require special
composting conditions. Biodegradable
products are generally an eco-friendly option
for food serving and using. To make the plastic
polymer biodegradable, which are being used
by packaging industries, ‘Enzyme’ base
master-batch are getting developed world
wide. These masterbatch are wused with
conventional plastics during processing to
make the processed materi-als biodegradable.
However, the cost effective-ness of the usable
material is a big factor as the ingredients used
in developing the “Enzyme” for this are
costlier. The processing of Enzyme base
masterbatch needs unique and precision



machineries and controlled conditions.

The biodegradable plastics can be used for
applications such as shopping carry bags, reuse
sacks, compost bags, garment bags, bin liners,
bread bags, agricultural films and nursery bags,
disposable food containers, general purpose
films for packaging, etc.

Dispose of Biodegradable Products

Biodegradable products should dispose in a
commercial compost heap or should recycle it.
Also biodegradable products can be used in a
biogas plant to create methane gas for generat-
ing electricity. It should not just dump into land-
fill as biodegradable products in landfills can
create harmful methane. If it is just dumped on
landfill, it often becomes buried. And because
of less oxygen underneath, the bacteria cannot
survive and hence breaking down does not hap-
pen. In this condition the products break down
anaerobically, means without oxygen, which
creates methane, a greenhouse gas that is harm-
ful for the environment.

COMPOSTABLE MATERIALS

Compostable materials are similar to biode-
gradable materials, as they both intend to return
to the earth safely. However, compostable mate-
rials go one step further by providing the earth
with nutrients once the material has completely
broken down.

Compostable materials are typically made
from plants and other organic materials, such
as corn starch, PLA, PBAT, PBS plastics. Com-
postable products have two added benefits over
biodegradable options; they break down much
faster generally within 3-6 months. Composta-
ble materials break down into nutrient-rich prod-
ucts, which generate healthy soil for the planet.
Compostable products will break down into

natural elements during the period. This
material is widely used for food packaging,
tableware and in 3D-printing.

Compostable plastics are a subset of biode-
gradable plastics, defined by the standard
condi-tions and timeframe under which they
will bio-degrade.

Compostable plastics are those plastics
which adhere to international standards such as
ASTM D-6400 (in the U.S.) or EN 13432 (in
Europe) for biodegradation in an industrial
com-posting facility environment.

Materials certified according to ASTM
D6400 or EN 13432 will disintegrate within 12
weeks and biodegrade at least 90% within 180
days in a municipal or industrial composting
fa-cility. Approximately 10% of solid material
will be left at the end of the six-month-long
process in the form of valuable compost, or
biomass and water. These standards also
ensure that the left-over compost will be free of
toxins, so the com-post will not cause harm in
soil or in agricultural usage.

Dispose of Compostable Products

Compostable products also do not break
down easily in normal landfills. So, composta-
ble products should not be thrown in the
trash. Compostable products should be
thrown in a compost heap to break down
properly. Compost heaps is rich in
microorganisms and reaches high
temperatures, which allow compostable
products to break down quickly.

Additionally, although compostable prod-
ucts are similar in looks and strength as plastic
products, but they should not be recycled. Af-
ter recycling, these products lose their original
properties of the materials, they get
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contaminated and not suitable for next processing.

OXO-DEGRADABLE MATERIALS
Oxo-degradable are neither a compostable nor
a biodegradable plastic, but rather a con-
ventional plastic material. Oxo-degradable
plas-tics fragment into smaller pieces, called
micro plastics, but do not break down at the
molecular or polymer level like biodegradable
and com-postable plastics. Oxo-degradable
products do not break down completely and
turn into organ-ic material. They break apart
into microscopic pieces which can still affect
the soil and envi-ronment. Oxo-degradable
products are mostly oil-based and they break
down through chemi-cal reactions rather than
organically by micro-organisms. This material
is prepared by adding special additives in
traditional plastics. After the added

bio-additives are broken down, the traditional
plastics remain in small pieces. And even if the
small pieces are microscopic, the plastic still
exists and can easily enter the environment.
This material is mainly used in waste bags, car-
rier bags, etc. There are absolutely no
benefits of using oxo-degradable plastics
materials. In fact, in India manufacturing,
import and sale of oxo-degradable products
have been banned since 2019.

(Tapan Talukdar is a mechanical engineer
(Assam Engineering College, 1992) with a post-
graduate diploma in Plastic Engineering. After
a nearly three-decade career in the corporate
sector, culminating at UFLEX, he is now self-
employed.)
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The Stag: A Short Story

The first stag was a simple toy. A figurine craft-
ed to cull Moina’s infantile boredom. An oblong
torso of cloth with limbs that did not match—
two slender arms and the legs, stuffed by my fin-
gers, ugly stumps. His head was sewed on with
two button eyes and dressed in leftover cloth.
In a moment of ingenuity, my mother gave him
a golden headpiece, to signify his royal back-
ground. 1 was captivated by the creature. My
childhood eyes saw him as a kindly prince
cursed to sleep before his rescue by a lovely girl.
In school, we were taught the tale of a lonely
stag searching for a friend, and soon, the doll’s
headband was modified to include two poorly
drawn horns of a deer. The story changed—now
the prince roamed the forest, cursed, until helped
by a kind girl. Ashamedly, | dreamed myself the
heroine, not born of dirt and fishermen fathers,
but of royal blood and borrowed cotton shawls.
Moina played my attendant, and our cousin,
Bhaiti, was the great Evil, casting mayhem each
afternoon. By lunch, the prince would be res-
cued, long enough to enjoy some maas-bhaat
with me. The obsession lasted up till a month,
when Moina’s thumb caught on a thread and un-
ravelled the poor doll’s head. It was locked in
the blue almirah, our mother promising to stitch
it up.

The second stag was a gift. The clothes were
packed—suitcases and cartons waiting. [ was
arguing with my mother over a small trinket,
anger welding a last memory. Moina sat on the
bed, whimpering into a pillow about how far I’d
go and how she couldn’t visit on her borrowed
cycle. My mother snapped, chastening her that
I’d be too busy there to host them, and one day,

Hrishita Pegu

this would be her fate too. As my feet grew com-
fortable in the cart, the adults wore stoic faces—
some smiling, some crying—happy tears, [ was
told. My father held me in a tight embrace and
pushed a small parcel into my hands. Then the
relatives swallowed him— aunts cautioning me
to mind my tongue before my husband’s mother,
uncles pushing money into my palms. The cart
began to move; the faces shrank into dots. The
parcel revealed a wooden stag—carved by my
father’s amateur fingers. It sat ethereal, limbs
tucked under its body, its mourning eyes staring
at the observer. Perhaps my father remembered
my youth, playing the heroine to a cursed doll
prince. My fingers sank into its imperfect cuts,
holding it to my chest. The tears felt heavier that
day.

The final stag was an apology. Pranjol, my
son, returned from the city with his pretty wife
and their children. The children ate with spoons
and forks, abandoning the practice of hand. The
baby was tended by the servant girl. His wife
only knew how to laugh and talk—pointing out
that her husband earned enough for a cook and
two more servants back home. The children
babbled in a foreign language, slipping in Ax-
omiya words for Aita to smile. On the second
night, she grew peevish at my home’s pace and
pleaded to return. I refused—~Pranjol still had
last rites to perform for his father. She glared,
for she had raised her children without faith, as
her mother had raised her.

On the final night, the servant girl entered
my room—cheeks warm red, in her palm the
broken head of a stag. ‘Too much apong,’ his
wife said, mollifying her baby. ‘You know how



servants are with their liquor.” T felt joyless,
pushing away my grandchildren’s hugs. The
broken stag echoed in my mind like an end-
less loop. As if understanding my grief, Pranjol
reassured me—he’d get it fixed in the city. He
placed the carving in a polythene bag in their
backseat, and I remembered my mother’s prom-
ise to stitch the doll. The day never came, not
even after [ married and had children. I wished
I had spoken, and berated my son for the suspi-
cions in my head.

The next month, a craftsman came—sent
by Pranjol. He hadn’t fixed the wooden stag but
gifted a marble one: solid perfection, almost
human eyes, standing on immaculate hooves.

Pranjol had asked if the old one could be re-
paired. It couldn’t. He bought the finest one in-
stead. I smiled politely as my daughters admired
its beauty. I alone saw the coldness, the empty
expression. | alone saw what it replaced—my
memories of my father, my mother, and my
sweet Moina. It replaced my childhood with
an unknown entity. I alone wanted that wooden
stag back.

(Hrishita Pegu is a third year MBBS stu-
dent at VMMC, Safdarjung Hospital. Her fa-
vourite pastimes include writing and reading

fiction.)
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Al for Cancer Detection:
Breaking Barriers in Low-Resource Settings

Are you a researcher or student eager to explore
Artificial Intelligence for cancer detection? Over
the past 3—4 years, the internet has been flooded
with fascinating stories of Al breakthroughs.
However, in a low-resource, developing country
like India—or regions like Assam—is it even
possible to dream of developing Al innovations
for cancer detection?

Having worked in the field of Artificial In-
telligence for the last 13—14 years, especially
on biomedical imaging modalities, I have faced
daily struggles in running heavy deep learning
architectures. Possessing domain knowledge
alone is not enough when aiming to develop a
commercially viable product. Researchers like
us are akin to skilled drivers who cannot afford a
car! Yet, we cannot quit—the pursuit of knowl-
edge must continue. Despite limited resources,
I have learned and accomplished certain things
that I hope will help others wishing to explore
this domain. In the past few years, many stu-
dents and new researchers have asked me the
same question: ‘Where and how do I start?’ The
internet is overflowing with information—so
much so that it often leaves people feeling lost
rather than guided. Taking the first step is al-
ways the hardest, but every journey begins with
that crucial first move.

When exploring Al for cancer detection, the
first question is: Which type of cancer should
I focus on, and why? There are many different
types of cancer. It is impossible to explore all
cancer types and detection methods at once, as
Al algorithms are highly application-specific.
What works for MRI imaging may not work for
biopsy analysis. The first step is to select a spe-
cific cancer type and justify the choice. This is

(@
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where doctors play a crucial role—they are the
ones diagnosing patients in real-world settings.
Without their expertise, building a robust Al
system that integrates into clinical practice be-
comes nearly impossible. Any Al-driven solu-
tion must align with existing medical reporting
standards to ensure usability and acceptance.
Having a doctor on your team is essential—not
only to guide the research but also to validate
the algorithms and outputs.

The next challenge is deciding which detec-
tion technique to investigate. For imaging-relat-
ed techniques, there are four primary categories:

1. Cytological imaging — cell-level features,
e.g., Pap smear images

2. Histological imaging — tissue and cell-level
features, e.g., biopsy microscopic images

3. Radiological imaging — e.g., ultrasound,
MRI etc.

4. Visual-based imaging — e.g., colonoscopy,
endoscopy etc.

For instance, in cervical cancer detection,
multiple techniques are involved. Pap smear im-
ages are used for early detection based on cytol-
ogy, while colposcopy falls under visual-based
imaging. Ultrasound provides radiological in-
sights, while biopsy, a confirmatory test, relies
on histological imaging. Each modality has dis-
tinct characteristics. Doctors use multiple tests
to make diagnoses and plan treatment. As an
Al researcher, however, each imaging modality
must be tackled individually. Integrating all mo-
dalities at once is challenging, as features differ
significantly from one type to another. There-
fore, selecting one modality is crucial as a start-



ing point. Although multi-modal approaches are
emerging, they require a strong infrastructure
and team.

Designing an Al model, particularly in a
machine learning framework, starts with data-
set generation, followed by feature extraction,
feature selection, grouping, and assessment. For
dataset generation, researchers typically follow
two approaches:

1. Using publicly available datasets — pre-
ferred for basic or pilot-level studies to
avoid ethical concerns.

2. Generating indigenous datasets — involves
collecting new data, which brings ethical
and logistical challenges.

With indigenous datasets, the first hurdle
is obtaining ethical clearance. Every medical
institute has an ethics committee that reviews
research involving human data. In government
hospitals, this process can be time-consuming.
After approval, the next step is data collection
and labelling, which requires collaboration with
medical professionals. In Assam, where the doc-
tor-to-patient ratio is high, doctors struggle to
find time for research-related tasks. As a result,
labelling and validation can take longer than ex-
pected.

Another issue is the availability of digital
images. In many hospitals, medical images are
not systematically stored. For example, to work
with biopsy microscopic images, a researcher
must first acquire and store them. This raises a
question: ‘“Who will capture these images?’ Of-
ten, the researcher must do this, learning how
to use a microscope and capture standardized
images. For a computer science researcher, ac-
quiring such medical imaging skills is a chal-
lenge. But due to the lack of automated slide
scanners in most hospitals, manual image cap-
ture is necessary. Moreover, the researcher must

develop domain knowledge and establish proper
study protocols. Without a solid understanding
of medical aspects, designing a meaningful Al
model is difficult. Overcoming these challenges
requires interdisciplinary collaboration and a
well-planned approach to dataset generation.
Once the dataset is ready, researchers must
choose whether to apply machine learning, deep
learning, or generative Al. If using machine
learning, the first step is feature extraction. Re-
searchers need domain knowledge to identify
relevant features. These are identifying charac-
teristics of an object inside an image, helping
quantify the qualitative information assessed by
a doctor. For example, features in biopsy mi-
croscopic images might include the presence
of keratin pearls or nuclei-level characteristics.
However, these are often subjective and qualita-
tive for pathologists, whereas computers under-
stand only binary representations. The challenge
lies in converting human-understandable fea-
tures into machine-understandable forms. Tech-
niques for extracting morphological features in-
clude shape, texture, and colour analysis. Some
widely used texture feature extraction methods
include Fourier Transform, Discrete Wavelet
Transform, Ripplet Transform, and Shearlet
Transform. For shape features, segmentation
techniques are first applied to identify the region
of interest, followed by analysis of properties
like area and circularity. Not all features are rel-
evant, so feature selection is used to remove un-
informative features. The reduced feature vector
is then used for classification or clustering.
Why use deep learning for such tasks?
Deep learning eliminates the need for hand-
crafted feature extraction. These models can
learn features on their own. Various deep learn-
ing models exist: classification models include
AlexNet, VGG16, ResNet, MobileNet, etc. For
segmentation, models like U-Net and DeepLab
are popular. Researchers are now leveraging vi-
sion transformers for medical image processing.
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Transformers use self-attention mechanisms to
enhance contextual understanding, improving
segmentation, classification, and anomaly de-
tection. Their ability to model long-range de-
pendencies makes them effective for complex
medical images. However, running these mod-
els requires high-performance GPUs, which are
often unavailable in academic institutions like
ours. While we may have a strong theoretical
understanding, practical implementation re-
mains a significant hurdle.

The final and most important step is valida-
tion and blind testing. To prove the efficiency
of the proposed model, it must be validated by
several doctors.

How many research products have actu-
ally become commercially viable? That is the
real question! Most academic research results
in a paper or, at best, a patent. The real chal-
lenge begins when one aims to transition from
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lab to land. Developing a commercially viable
product requires much more than research—it
needs extensive multi-disciplinary teamwork
and compliance with regulatory standards. Most
academic research is conducted in low-resource
settings, making it difficult to scale up. Turning
a proof-of-concept into a commercial product
requires substantial funding and industry col-
laboration. This is why strong academia-in-
dustry partnerships are essential. Our duty is to
work hard, conduct quality research, and strive
for lab-to-land conversion so the real benefits of
our work reach society. Although resources are
scarce, they should not deter one from pursuing
problem-solving-based research.

(Dr Kangkana Bora is Assistant Professor
at the Department of Computer Science and IT
in Cotton University, Guwahati.)
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Book Review of Eoin Colfer’s Artemis Fowl Series

The Artemis Fowl series by Eoin Colfer is an
action-packed mix of fantasy, adventure, and
sci-fi. The series revolves around a 12-year-old
genius named Artemis Fowl II, who starts as
a brilliant criminal but evolves over the years.
The first four books (Artemis Fowl, The Arctic
Incident, The Eternity Code, and The Opal De-
ception) are packed with exciting fights, high-
tech gadgets, and a concealed world of fairies
who reside underground. The books are light-
hearted, fast-paced, and full of humour, making
them ideal for readers who enjoy clever charac-
ters and thrilling adventures.

Artemis Fowl: In the first book, we are in-
troduced to Artemis Fowl, a very intelligent and
morally grey 12-year-old boy who comes up
with a crazy scheme to steal gold from fairies.
He kidnaps Holly Short, an elf and a captain in
the LEPrecon (Lower Elements Police Recon-
naissance). But Holly does not sit around and let
herself be kidnapped. She resists, and the whole
fairy world gets into a battle against Artemis. He
is quite clever and always ahead of the game, but
the fairies have magic and cutting-edge technol-
ogy, so it is a battle of wits. While Artemis wins
in the end and gets his gold, he does something
that will surprise you—he buys some gold for
his sick mother from the fairies. This suggests
that maybe he is not as mean as he seems. The
book is a great introduction to a world of magic
and hi-tech adventure and makes you want to
read more to see what happens next.

The Arctic Incident: This differs from the
first book in that Artemis must now collaborate
with the fairies rather than battle with them. His
father has been abducted by the Russian Mafia,
and he requires assistance in order to save him.

Devangi Goswami

The fairies, meanwhile, are experiencing a re-
bellion in the form of goblins, led by Opal Ko-
boi, an evil pixie who has ambitious power in-
tentions. Artemis and Holly is not an easy pair,
and we do get to see Artemis consider someone
other than himself. The book takes place in both
the fairy and human worlds, with epic battles
and dangerous quests. Artemis’s father is saved
in the end, but now Artemis has to choose what
type of person he wants to be. This book is more
action-packed and team-based, and it is longer
and extremely exciting.

The Eternity Code: Artemis creates, in
this book, a very powerful machine known as
the C Cube, using stolen fairy technology. He
tries to impress a rich entrepreneur named Jon
Spiro, but the effort ends very badly when Spiro
steals the C Cube and tries to kill Butler, Ar-
temis’s bodyguard. Artemis then has to stage
a perilous heist to steal the C Cube back. This
book is suspenseful since Artemis is fighting
a human villain rather than a magical one. He
has to use all his brains to figure out how to get
the device back, as well as how to deal with
Butler’s sickness. The fairy world assists him,
but soon they believe it’s too dangerous for Ar-
temis to be aware of them. He and his friends
are erased from their minds, which is extremely
tragic since it makes it seem like nothing they
did together ever happened and allows Artemis
to revert to his old ways.

The Opal Deception: Opal Koboi is a
highly intelligent megalomaniac who is driven
by vengeance, as she was imprisoned by the
LEPrecon. She now wants to tarnish the repu-
tation of Artemis and Holly by first manipulat-
ing Holly and killing Commander Julius Root,
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a top fairy leader, framing her as Root’s killer
and causing her to be branded an outlaw. Mean-
while, Artemis can’t remember the fairies due
to the mind-wipe and is once again a full-time
criminal. He is almost killed by a bio-bomb sent
by Koboi, but Holly saves him. She needs to re-
store his memories because she needs his assis-
tance in order to recapture Koboi. Artemis is be-
wildered at first, but when his memory returns,
he understands how much he has changed. This
book is darker than the previous ones, as Root
is deceased and Opal Koboi has escaped. At the
conclusion of the book, Artemis fakes his death
so that Holly can flee, which demonstrates his

selflessness. This book highlights Artemis’s
development, and it gets you all excited to see
what is going to occur in the next book.
I have just covered the first four books in the
series. I hope readers check out the remaining
four books and dive deeper into the magic of Ar-
temis Fowl. If you’re still hungry for more ad-
ventures, there’s also a spin-off series called The
Fowl Twins, where Artemis’s younger brothers
get into their own crazy missions with the fairy
world.

(Devangi Goswami is a student of Class VII
at Billabong High International School, Noida.
She is an avid reader and an aspiring writer. )
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The Mysterious Manuscript: A Short Story

‘Wow! Look at this!” Luit exclaimed, holding up
an old, dusty book.

Luit, Nabanita, Maini, and Biman were
visiting Luit’s ancestral village, Hajo. They had
all just been promoted to Class 7 and wanted to
spend time together. Now was the perfect mo-
ment for adventure.

They gathered around to examine the almost-
ripped book Luit had found while exploring the
attic of his traditional Assamese home passed
down to his father.

‘What is it?” Maini asked, peering over Luit’s
shoulder.

‘I think it’s a manuscript,” Luit replied, gently
opening the cover, which bore a strange symbol.

Inside, the pages were written in an ancient
script and seemed to detail the history of the
Koch kingdom.

‘Guys, look at this!” Biman pointed to a page.
‘It’s a map of our village, but it’s different!’

‘Let me see,” Nabanita said, taking the manu-
script. ‘This script is ancient. I think it’s from the
Koch kingdom era.’

Suddenly, the attic lights flickered, and an
eerie silence fell.

‘What’s going on?’ Maini whispered.

‘I don’t know,” Luit said. ‘But I think we
should leave.’

As they turned, faint whispers filled the air.
They spun around—no one was there.

‘What do we do?’ Nabanita asked, trembling.

Luit moved towards the sound and saw dry
leaves and old papers rustling in the wind.

He sighed. ‘It’s just the wind tricking us into
thinking we’re not alone.’

‘Let’s get back to the manuscript,” he said.

Mridusmita Das

They turned the pages again, finding cryptic
messages and strange symbols far beyond their
understanding. Suddenly, a door creaked open in
the darkness.

‘Who’s there?’ Maini called out, trying to stay
calm.

No answer.

The door opened into a hidden chamber filled
with ancient artefacts and treasures. No one could
have imagined this old house held such secrets.

Luit whispered, teary-eyed, ‘I think we’ve
uncovered the secrets of my ancestors.’

‘What’s next?” Biman asked.

Luit’s eyes sparkled. ‘The real adventure
begins now.’

As they explored, they found ancient wall
art, almost faded. ‘Guys, look here!” Nabanita
pointed to a carving. ‘It’s a map of the Brahma-
putra—but encrypted!’

‘I think I can crack it,” Biman said, eyes
gleaming.

Meanwhile, Luit and Maini found a strange
container. Luit opened it eagerly. “Wow, an an-
cient scroll!”’

‘This is it,” he whispered. ‘These pictures
show the secrets of my ancestors, the Koch king-
dom, and our village.’

But the scroll was coded, indecipherable.

‘We need a key,” Maini said.

‘I did it!” Biman shouted. ‘I cracked the
code.’

The riddle read:

‘Where shadows fall, darkness rises
Seek the truth in the light of the setting sun
Face your fears, and claim your prize’
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‘What does that mean?’ Nabanita asked.

Luit thought. ‘It’s about the Koch ritual at the
temple during sunset.’

They quickly packed up and drove in Luit’s
Alto to Hayagriba Madhab temple, just as the sun
began to set. But as they arrived, they were am-
bushed. A group of scary men, armed and angry,
demanded the manuscript.

‘Hand over the book or die!’

The friends froze. Luit stepped forward, eyes
blazing.

‘We’ve come too far to give up. Let’s face
them—together.’

Just then, a blue Ertiga sped in and stopped
by the temple. Out stepped Professor Prabal Bar-
man—Luit’s father—and a team of armed men.
A renowned archaeologist, he had followed the
children’s movements. The goons fled immedi-
ately.

As the sun dipped below the horizon, cast-
ing golden light on the temple, the friends stood
together, their hearts pounding with pride and
courage. Luit’s father looked at the manuscript
and turned its pages.

‘The secrets of the Koch kingdom aren’t just
about treasure. They’re about preserving our
heritage.’

He then pointed to a portrait of Naranarayan.
‘That’s your ancestor, Luit. We may be distantly
connected, but the bloodline is there.’

He handed them his secret diary filled with
excavation notes and left for his official tour.

Excited, the kids read through the diary—
Professor Barman’s struggles, triumphs, and find-
ings, including bold references to Koch heritage.

Inspired, they raced up the temple steps, ea-
ger to uncover the riddle’s final meaning.

They offered prayers and wandered about
when they met the old pujari, Ratnakar Sharma.

He listened patiently and then shared stories:

‘Some say the village is named after a Koch
leader, Hajo, who united tribes. Others say it
comes from ‘Ha-ju’—’setting sun’—a cry uttered

by Buddha’s disciple at his Nirvana. Some trace
it to Bodo roots—’Ha’ for land, ‘Gojou’ for high,
fitting for the hilly Manikuta range. Others link it
to the Hajongs—Suryawanshi Kshatriyas, de-
scendants of Hajo.” He continued, ‘King Narana-
rayan rebuilt temples, encouraged silk weaving,
supported literature, translated epics into local
tongues, and introduced fair reforms. This is the
soul of Hajo.’

The pujari gave them a tour of sacred, hidden
corners of the temple, explained carvings, and
shared rituals. After enjoying the prasad, they
returned home.

That day brought them closer to their heri-
tage—and that was the real prize promised in the
riddle.

Over the next weeks, they explored more
temples and ruins, unearthing relics and learn-
ing about Koch history. They understood their
journey wasn’t just about adventure but about
protecting culture. Each of them took their path.

Nabanita, a cultural club member, convinced
her teachers to stage a play on Hajo’s history. She
later became a renowned theatre artist.

Luit joined the Assam Services, working to
preserve historical sites.

Maini became a historian, driven by curiosity
and pride.

Biman, a talented cook, shared Koch cuisine
through his restaurant chain—The Ha Jo Connec-
tion.

This Bohag Bihu, the four friends are reunit-
ing at Hayagriba Madhav temple on Manuh Bihu,
15th April—to celebrate friendship, faith, and a
shared legacy.

(Mridusmita Das is a project manager with
a reputed MNC with over 17 years of IT experi-
ence. But writing has been a lifelong passion,
evident since her childhood contributions to
magazines and newspapers. Today, she channels
that passion as the author of several best-selling
books. )



A Home Away from Home: Reflections on Migration

It was around 1.30 am. Jagbir had reached
home by 1.00 am after a tiring day at the lo-
cal supermarket. He was new to the USA, and
the long hours only made him lonelier, missing
his mother even more. She had single-handedly
raised him after his father passed away when he
was not yet ten. The neighbours say his father
committed suicide, unable to bear the mounting
debts the family had incurred. Agriculture was
their only source of income, and with water-
intensive crops like rice being grown, ground-
water levels fell, rendering farming increasingly
unviable. Low income and growing debt led to
despair.

Losing his father early had a profound im-
pact on Jagbir. A lack of proper education and
vocational skills made him join the ranks of
millions of unemployed youth, whose aspira-
tions far exceeded the opportunities available to
them. Fuelled by stories of a glitzy life abroad
from those who had migrated to the US, Canada,
or Europe, Jagbir convinced his mother to sell
their only piece of land to pay the brokers who
promised him a future in the so-called land of
opportunity. She had been reluctant, especially
thinking of his two younger sisters, but, seeing
no hope for him in India, eventually gave in.

That land had been granted to the family
seventy years ago, when his forefathers, fleeing
Rawalpindi during Partition, had left everything
behind with only hours’ notice—a tragic after-
math of that historic rupture. All these memories
were shattered when Jagbir heard a loud bang
on the door of the warehouse he was staying in,
alongside others like him—undocumented, liv-
ing in cramped conditions. The FBI had arrived,
raiding the place in search of illegal immigrants,

Arupjyoti Rai Baruah

preparing to deport them in chains—an action
fulfilling President Trump’s campaign promise.

The president’s move made headlines, as
it affected many of ‘our own’. Had the deport-
ees been from Africa or the Middle East, it may
have been relegated to the last page of the paper.
Debates erupted—was immigration a crime or a
necessity? Why do people knowingly risk such
outcomes? Is it sheer desperation born of hope-
lessness? Most of us, offering opinions from
the comfort of our living rooms, are among the
privileged, the ‘haves’ who cannot fathom the
plight of the ‘have-nots’. We cannot understand
the realities of a Bangladeshi Hindu in Dhaka, a
Rohingya in Rakhine, or a Mexican desperate to
enter the US.

Migration is not new. It has occurred for
centuries due to various causes—indentured In-
dian labourers to the Caribbean, Aryans into the
Indian subcontinent, the Ahoms from Yunnan—
it is a continuing saga. The question is: where
can the fears of host populations and the aspira-
tions of migrants meet for mutual benefit?

Human displacement, voluntary or forced,
can be termed migration. The causes can be
economic, political, or ecological—these act
as push and pull factors. According to the UN-
HCR, an estimated 14 million Hindus, Sikhs,
and Muslims were displaced during Partition—
the largest mass migration in human history. It
was a purely political upheaval, rooted in com-
munal mistrust stoked by extremists, leading to
unprecedented violence and mass flight. Similar
forced migrations include the Oromos in Ethio-
pia, Tutsis in Rwanda, and Rohingyas in Myan-
mar. These involve being uprooted from stable
environments and thrust into alien ones.
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Economic and ecological migrations, on
the other hand, often involve some element of
choice. As economies grow, people aspire to
move beyond hard, poorly paid labour. For ex-
ample, in South India, locals increasingly avoid
jobs as manual labourers or agricultural work-
ers. These gaps are filled by migrants from less
affluent regions. However, migration is not sim-
ply about supply and demand. Labour brokers
usually recruit from their own regions, ensuring
a comfort level—familiar faces, shared dialects,
and positive feedback from previous migrants.

Global warming is another key driver of mi-
gration. Drought cycles in sub-Saharan Africa
have stripped people of livelihoods, prompting
large-scale migration to Europe. These are eco-
logically induced migrations, often intertwined
with economic motives; particularly given Eu-
rope’s ageing population and labour shortages.
A similar future looms for Bangladesh, where
rising sea levels will reduce arable land and dis-
place millions.

While much attention is paid to the mi-
grants, how host communities respond is equal-
ly important. Xenophobia is often born from
cultural unfamiliarity. Right-wing extremism
and Islamophobia in Europe exemplify resent-
ment against large-scale immigration. Locals
fear migrants will take jobs for lower wages,
threaten their customs, and disrupt their way of
life. The fear intensifies when migrants gain po-
litical influence.

Closer to home, North India and West Ben-
gal had similar reactions to refugees from Paki-
stan and East Pakistan. Terms like ‘refugee’ and
‘Bangal’ carried derogatory undertones, despite
shared culture and religion. Imagine then, the

difficulty faced by migrants in wholly unfamil-
iar lands—with different languages, customs,
and an often hostile reception. This challenge
is even harder for children. A Somali friend
of mine, who moved to Denmark as an eight-
year-old, still remembers the loneliness of being
completely cut off from any support system. To
this day, he struggles with social isolation.

That said, host communities are not always
the sole source of discrimination. Immigrants
too often retreat into silos, refusing to adapt.
We Indians, for example, take pride in practis-
ing our culture openly abroad, but are quick to
criticise non-Kannadigas who resist learning
local languages. Assamese outrage over Bihar
Diwas celebrations in Tinsukia echoes the very
sentiments we disapprove of in the West. By as-
serting our distinctiveness, we sometimes un-
wittingly distance ourselves from host societies.

As Indians, we face a strange dichotomy.
We criticise Bangladeshi influxes into India
while celebrating the green cards of our relatives
in the US. So, whose side are we really on? As
Sherlock Holmes might say, ‘Elementary, my
dear Watson’—we side with our convenience.
But perhaps it’s time to reflect more deeply.
When, and how, do we draw the Rubicon?

(Arupjyoti Rai Baruah is an international
consultant working with UN agencies, leverag-
ing his background as an Engineering gradu-
ate with an MBA. In addition to his consultancy
work, he is a passionate writer exploring a host
of topics. Please note that the views expressed in
the article are of the author alone and not of any
other organisation.)



My Experience of Staying in a Houseboat:
A Leaf from my Travel Journal

My father loves to travel and is an explorer at
heart. He has taken us along on travels to many
different and exciting places. But this year, it
was my mother’s idea to visit Kerala. So, we
followed her suggestion and decided to visit Ko-
chi, Munnar, and Kumarakom.

Kerala is often referred to as ‘God’s Own
Country’ because of its natural beauty, and we
experienced this during our vacation. Kochi is a
vibrant city with a rich culture and vast history,
while Munnar boasts misty hills, breathtaking
tea plantations, waterfalls, lush greenery, and
cottony clouds.

For me, the most soothing part of the vaca-
tion was the wonderful stay at a houseboat on
the Kerala backwaters. When we arrived at the
houseboat, we were greeted by two persons—
the captain and the cook—who would be dedi-
cated to our service throughout our houseboat
stay. They welcomed us by serving coconut wa-
ter, and this began our refreshing journey on the
serene backwaters. Our captain then started the
houseboat and steered it through the water, and

Udita Borah

all we could see was water lined with coconut
trees. My father told me that we would be float-
ing on water for the next 24 hours. [ was already
on cloud nine!!

Next, we freshened up quickly, and it was
time for lunch. We were served an elaborate
meal which comprised rice, sambar, crispy bitter
gourd fry, chicken fry, beans and potato sabzi,
mixed vegetables with coconut, special fish fry,
chapatti, curd, and salad. Wow! What a hearty
lunch. And then we were served kheer as well,
which the locals call payasam.

After this, we went to the upper floor of the
houseboat and enjoyed the beautiful view and
calm winds. We relaxed ourselves and soaked
completely in the calmness of Mother Nature.
Gradually, the
sun began to
set, and flocks
of birds flew .
across the sky.
Alongside the |
sunset, we en-
joyed tea with
fritters and
French fries. As
it began to get
dark, the cap-
tain  anchored
the boat in the
middle of the
waters. He in-
formed us that we would spend the night there.
Initially, we were worried as it seemed to be a
lonely place. But we soon found another house-
boat anchored just beside ours. The guests were
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from another country, and they waved at us with
smiling faces. We waved at them too.

We enjoyed the evening in the living-cum-
dining room of our houseboat, as we listened
to some nice music and danced joyfully. It was
time for dinner and a good night’s sleep in our
cosy bedroom.

17727777........

In the morning, we began to sail back. We
had a delicious breakfast and started to pack our

*

bags. We bid adieu to the captain and the cook,
who gave us memorable service throughout our
stay.

If I am asked to describe my experience in
one word, [ would say ‘soulful’.

(Udita Borah is a student of Class VII at
The Manthan School, Noida. She loves travel-
ling with her family and journaling her experi-
ences.)

CSRL Transforming Lives

CSRL

TRANSFORMING LIVES

Offering 11 months of Free residential coaching for JEE & NEET

For Upcoming Batch : 2025-26

@' 33 Centres across India
el BN P

|_'[ BSunersﬂcenlresmNnﬂh[asllndla '

M ¢

GAIL {india) Limited I:Ir‘IEC i mok

Head Office : 9711909428
www. csrl.in
Toll Free No. :- 18002123653

T

..... TEIEe Indienoit .'mw

ASY( %03 ¥»e

Contact us :

We offer :

@Qb

INDRAPRASTHA GAS LIMITED m

NUMALIGARK
|
o N RL Iul-_

Jorhat School Project

Administration :
Ms. Sukanya Bharadwaj :
Mob. : 8486023541



Important changes in personal
Income Tax Laws for FY 2025-26

April 1, 2025, marks the beginning of the new
fiscal year; many new Income Tax laws take ef-
fect. It is important to take note of these new
income tax laws, because these tax laws will
decide the amount of tax you need to pay for
income earned during the fiscal year 2025-26.
The Budget 2025 has introduced substantial re-
visions to the Income Tax Act 1961, aiming to
streamline the tax framework in India. These
revisions will be applicable starting from 1st
April, impacting the financial year 2025-26 and
beyond. Here are some key updates to the in-
come tax laws that will take effect now onwards:

1. New income tax slab under new tax regime
- Zero tax on income upto Rs 12 lakh & in-
creased rebate under Section 87A4:

In the Union Budget for 2025-26, the gov-
ernment introduced a significant change by an-
nouncing zero tax on income up to Rs 12 lakh,
along with a revision of the income tax slabs.
This zero tax benefit applies only to individuals
opting for the new tax regime for FY 2025-26.
However, even if your taxable income is below
Rs 12 lakh, you must still file an income tax re-
turn (ITR). The zero tax liability is a result of the
tax rebate under Section 87A of the Income Tax
Act, 1961. The revamped tax regime brings new
income tax slabs, with the highest rate of 30%
applicable to income exceeding Rs 24 lakh. Un-
der this new structure, individuals earning up
to Rs 12 lakh — or Rs 12.75 lakh for salaried
employees, considering the standard deduction
— will enjoy full tax exemption. The updated
system also offers substantial relief to those in
higher income brackets, benefiting taxpayers

Dhruba Jyoti Deka

across various income levels.

The rebate under Section 87A for taxpay-
ers filing returns under the New Tax Regime has
been raised to Rs. 60,000, up from the previous
limit of Rs. 25,000. However, for those opting
for the Old Tax Regime, the rebate remains un-
changed at Rs. 12,500. To avail this benefit, tax-
payers must file their returns under the New Tax
Regime to qualify for the enhanced rebate of Rs.
60,000.

New income tax slabs under New Regime for FY 2025-26:

Income Tax Slabs (In Rs.) Income Tax rates (%)
0-4,00,000 0
4,00,001 — 8,00,000 5%
8,00,001 — 12,00,000 10%
12,00,001 — 16,00,000 15%
16,00,001 —20,00,000 20%
20,00,001 —24,00,000 25%
24,00,001 and above 30%

Note: Income Tax slab rates under the Old
Tax Regime (Optional Regime) remain the
same. Surcharge will also be applicable for in-
dividuals if the net total income exceeds Rs.50
lacs. And Additional health & Education cess
@4% will be added to the income tax liability

2. Enhanced TDS Thresholds - A look at key
changes in TDS rules:

The Budget for 2025-26 introduced amend-
ments to certain TDS provisions, including a
proposal to raise the threshold limits for various
TDS sections, benefiting both individuals and
businesses. The threshold for TDS on interest
income earned by senior citizens has been in-
creased to Rs. 1 lakh, up from the previous limit
of Rs. 50,000. Similarly, the TDS threshold for
dividend income, interest income from securi-
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ties/bonds, and mutual fund units has been raised
to Rs. 10,000. Additionally, the thresholds for
TDS on rent and commissions paid have been
enhanced to Rs. 50,000 per month. These key
changes in TDS and TCS rules are designed to
provide tax relief and simplify financial transac-
tions. Furthermore, the TCS threshold for over-
seas remittances under the Liberalised Remit-
tance Scheme has been raised from Rs. 7 lakh to
Rs. 10 lakh. This includes the rationalisation of
TDS rates and the increase in thresholds for the
applicability of these provisions.

3. Simplified Calculation of Annual Value for
Self-Occupied Properties / Relief for Individu-
als with two self-occupied Properties

The Budget 2025 brought significant relief
to homeowners by allowing tax exemptions for
up to two house properties. Previously, the an-
nual value of self-occupied properties could
only be considered nil if the homeowner lived
in the property or was unable to occupy it due to
employment, business, or professional commit-
ments in a different location. The 2025 Budget
has removed these conditions, making it easier
for homeowners to claim a nil annual value. Ad-
ditionally, the government has simplified the
process for calculating the annual value of a
house for income tax purposes. This change ben-
efits taxpayers by allowing them to file their re-
turns without complex calculations, as they can
now claim the value of up to two houses as zero.
The definition of annual value for self-occupied
properties has been amended, allowing property
owners to easily determine their home's annual
value, without affecting the two-property limit.
The Finance Bill 2025 also relaxed the criteria
for deeming a property as let-out, allowing in-
dividuals to declare NIL income on up to two
self-occupied properties without any additional
conditions.

4. Treatment of ULIPs as income from Capital
Gain:

The Budget 2025-26 has introduced chang-
es in the taxation of certain Unit-Linked Insur-
ance Plans (ULIPs). The proceeds from ULPIs
whose premium exceeds 10% of the sum as-
sured or Rs. 2.5 Lakhs annually will be treated
as capital gains and will be taxed accordingly.
The exemption under section 10(10D) for ULIP
proceeds will still be applicable where the an-
nual premium is below Rs. 2.5 lakhs or 10% of
the sum assured. Hence, any gains from ULIP
proceeds, which are not exempt under Section
10 (10D), will be taxed as capital gains. The
short-term gains will be taxed at 20%, and the
long-term gains will be taxed at 12.5% without
indexation benefit.

5. Deduction under Section 80CCD for NPS
Vatsalya contributions:

The Union Budget 2025- 26 has brought
NPS Vatsalya contributions under Section
80CCD. This would mean that an individual
can claim a Section 80CCD deduction on the
NPS Vatsalya contributions. However, this de-
duction is available only if an individual opts
for the old tax regime. NPS Vatsalya is a pen-
sion scheme for minor Indian citizens (up to 18
years) allowing parents/guardians to invest for
their children's future, with a minimum annual
contribution of Rs.1,000 and no maximum limit.

6. Higher Limits for Medical Treatment in Per-
quisites Calculation

The Budget 2025-26 has raised the lim-
its for tax-free perquisites available to salaried
employees. As per the new provisions, effective
April 1, 2025, employees will be entitled to a
tax-free perquisite for any medical treatment-re-
lated travel expenses incurred by the employer
for the employee or their family members out-
side India. Hence expenditure incurred by the



employer for travel outside India on the medi-
cal treatment with a salary below a certain limit
would not be treated as a perquisite and such
limits, presently at Rs 2,00,000 per annum, can
now be prescribed by the Central Government..

To conclude, in the Union Budget 2025,
Honourable Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man proposed various amendments to tax laws.
Also, the introduction of the new Income Tax
Bill 2025 aims to streamline the current legal
structure, enhancing efficiency and transpar-
ency. By reducing the number of sections and
pages, and eliminating unnecessary explana-

CRANK SHAFT

AS PER OE SPECIFICATIONS

tions or provisions, the bill is designed to make
it more accessible for both taxpayers and admin-
istrators.

(Dhruba Jyoti Deka brings over 25 years
of expertise in the Capital Market industry, spe-
cializing as an investment consultant and tax
savings advisor. He holds a Masters degree
from the University of Delhi and a law degree
from CCS University. A founding executive
member of APWA, he is deeply committed to
making meaningful contributions to society.)
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A Magical Journey to Malaysia: A Travelogue

Travelling is a wonderful experience. It’s an
amazing way to discover new places, learn
about different cultures, meet new people, and
have lots of fun. Every year, people from all
over the world visit many exciting destinations.

Last year, during the Diwali vacation, |
went to a very beautiful country—Malaysia—
with my parents. It was my second international
trip. We flew to Kuala Lumpur (the capital of
Malaysia) from Indira Gandhi International Air-
port in New Delhi. I was so excited! I got a win-
dow seat and loved watching the clouds from
the plane.

In Malaysia, we stayed in a very nice hotel.
One of the first places we visited was the Petro-
nas Twin Towers in Kuala Lumpur. These tow-
ers are really tall and shiny—they are the tallest
twin towers in the world! We even went to the
top of one of the towers and saw an amazing
view of the whole city.

After visiting the Petronas Towers, we also
went to the KL Tower and an underwater aquar-
ium. I saw real sea animals like octopuses, sea
turtles, sharks, corals, lobsters, and many kinds
of fish such as jellyfish and starfish. It was such
an exciting experience to see these underwater
creatures with my own eyes. I had never seen
anything like that before!

The next morning, we went to the Batu
Caves, which is a sacred place for Hindus
and a popular pilgrimage site. It also has rock
climbing and hiking. A lot of Indian people had
moved to Malaysia during British rule, and they
brought the Hindu religion with them. They
chose the caves as a perfect place to worship
Lord Murugan, the god of war and victory. At
the entrance to the caves, there is a huge statue
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of Lord Murugan. Many Hindus live in Kuala
Lumpur.

After Batu Caves, we visited the King’s
Palace, or Istana Negara, which is the official
residence of the King of Malaysia.

In Kuala Lumpur, I also visited the zoo,
Chinatown, and Bukit Bintang with my par-
ents. I enjoyed it all very much.

The next morning, we went to Malacca, a
coastal city known for its history and beauti-
ful architecture. It is about 150 km from Kuala
Lumpur. We travelled there by a comfortable
Malaysian Volvo bus. In Malacca, we saw
Jonker Street, Red Square, and the Malacca
River.

Near the Malacca River, I had a very special




experience. [ saw a little Malaysian girl playing
the violin to Hindi Bollywood songs. It made
me so happy and proud to see that our Bolly-
wood music is loved even in other countries!
The next day, we returned from Kuala Lum-
pur to New Delhi by Air India. One of the most
amazing things about the trip was seeing how
Diwali, our Indian festival, was celebrated in
Malaysia. Taxi drivers, shopkeepers, and even
the streets were full of Diwali wishes. People
were bursting crackers and lighting diyas—just
like we do in India! It felt really special to see
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our festival being celebrated so far away from
home.

Malaysia is my favourite holiday destina-
tion. The place is beautiful, the food is delicious,
and the people are very friendly. I really want to
visit again someday!

(Priyaansh Bordoloi is a student of Class
IIl in Cambridge School, Noida. He loves
dancing and writing about his experiences in
his leisure time.)
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Guwahati based Residential Real-Estate

Although a half page article won’t be sufficient
to summarize about Guwahati based Real-Es-
tate, I have for today restricted my write-up,
keeping it restricted only to residential projects.
The dynamics of residential real-estate market
post lockdown has changed at least 180 de-
grees. The search for a residential flats or de-
velopment of existing land needs extensive and
professional research. I’'m pointing out a hand-
ful of do’s and don’ts in the present context.

“Finalize your requirement, first”. Based
on your propose of buying, location preferences,
financial entitlements, budgetary limitations and
your preference for timeline of project comple-
tion, shortlist projects before getting on board
on the road for aimless and countless site visits.
Site visits should be specific and not random.
Lesser site visits makes it easier to balance pros
and cons. Plan for your real-estate needs at-least
5-10 years before annuity.

“Don’t fall for hefty discounts”, has been
my first words for new buyers and prospects,
only a below average builder with inadequate
working capital and huge financial liabilities,
does so. Although across the table discounts are
common and it is a customer’s right to nego-
tiate on prices, too much discounts negotiated
or on offer could be detrimental, resulting in
very integrity of the project, delayed timelines
and compromise on quality of project. A hefty
discount would be suitably negotiated only and
only for a completed project or re-sale property.

Gaurav Borkakoty

“Enquire about RERA registration”. RERA
Act and Rules were notified in the State of As-
sam in June 2017, which has mandated all real-
estate projects to register with the State Statu-
tory Authority. The Real-Estate consultants are
also mandated to register with authority. Banks
don’t approve project for home loans without
RERA registration and other Legal verification.
I have observed over the years that Projects with
RERA registration have executed projects with
benchmark timelines.

“Check the locality”. Logistically, an
Apartment should always be within a walking
distance from the main arterial road and within
the proximity of basic needs. The safety level
of the locality especially for project located to-
wards the outskirts of the City and in semi com-
mercial areas needs to be assessed.

“Get the assurance of quality of con-
struction”. With earthquakes frequenting our
part of the world, you don’t want to land up in
a building not built on structurally strong foun-
dation. Print quality of marketing brochure and
see through videos can over impress buyers, but
do make sure the builder justifies with sufficient
demonstration and evidence for build quality.

(Gaurav Borkakoty a Guwahati based
RERA Registered Real-Estate consultant, with
more than 23 years of total on field experience
in real-estate and housing finance.)
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With Best Compliments
Asian Energy Service Ltd,

Mumbai
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ELECTRIFYING THE FUTURE
WITH CLEAN ENERGY !

PORTFOLIO OF NEEPCO
Established: 2™ April 1976, Installed Capacity: 2057 MW
Total Generation Capacity: 10244 MU, Net Worth: Rs 6868 Crore
Authorized Share Capital: Rs 5000 Crore
Constantly Achieved Annual Turnover of 4000 Crore since the last 2 years
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Upcoming Hydro Electric Projects
in Siyom Sub-basin of Siang river
basin in Arunachal Pradesh:

SOLAR FOOT PRINT LUV o7 No)[{a WY J  240MWHeoHydroElectricProject

186 MW Tato-I Hydro Electric Project

300 MW Solar at Bikaner, 800 MW Wah Umiam PSP and
Rajasthan is under construction. 1200 MW Umsong PSP, Meghalaya 700 MW Tato-Il Hydro Electric Project
700 MW ground mounted and is under Survey & Investigation. 1000 MW Naying Hydro Electric Project

35 MW FSP are in pipe line.

Other Future HEPs

With combined total capacity of 1720 MW under different stages of Survey & Investigation.

500 MW Hirong Hydro Electric Project

NORTH EASTERN ELECTRIC POWER CORPORATION LIMITED

(A wholly owned subsidiary of NTPC Ltd.) Follow us: f X @NEEPCOlimited
Office: Brookland Compound, Lower New Colony, Shilong-793003, Meghalaya
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Energising India for over six decades

IndianOil — National Trust of Economic Prosperity

* India's leading integrated energy company * Over 61,000 customer touchpoints across the
* Ranked 116"in the Fortune 'Global 500' list (2024) nation
« Fulfils 50% of India's energy requirements * Driven by core values of Nation-First, Care,

Innovation, Passion, and Trust

* Operates 9 refineries and over 19700 Km of cross- i .
country energy highways transporting liquid and * Aspirestobe One Trillion Dollar Company by 2047
gasfuels
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Follow us on: @ /indianOilCorpLimited 5 Indian0ilel € bitly/demDi8]  ® findiancilcorp () indian-oil-corp-limited
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ENERCY: Now AND Next
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Ueh UG df¥geh Foll Ut bl A FYof
gRET TA&T0T FEAT

°/0NGC_ OEONGCLimited/ @ @ongcofficial @companys“ongc @ www.ongcindia.com ‘ profile/ONGC_




